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April 21, 2010

Deepwater Horizon Disaster was
a Clean Water Act violation



Types of Enforcement Actions
• Civil Administrative Actions are non-judicial enforcement actions taken by EPA 

or a state under its own authority. These actions do not involve a judicial court 
process. An administrative action by EPA or a state agency may be in the form of 
a notice of violation or an order (either with or without penalties) directing an 
individual, a business, or other entity to take action to come into compliance, or to 
clean up a site.

• Civil Judicial Actions are formal lawsuits. They are filed in court, against 
persons or entities that have failed to comply with statutory or regulatory 
requirements, etc.
– These cases are filed by the U.S. Department of Justice on behalf of EPA. 
– In regulatory cases they may be filed by the State's Attorneys General on 

behalf of the states. 
• Criminal Actions can occur when EPA or a state enforce against a company or 

person through a criminal action. Criminal actions are usually reserved for the 
most serious violations, those that are willful, or knowingly committed. A court 
conviction can result in fines or imprisonment.



Source: Environmental Law Institute









Transocean Deepwater, Inc.
February 2013

• Criminal Penalties: $400 million
– $150 million to NFWF over 2 years
– $150 million to National Academy of Sciences 

over 4 years
• Civil Penalties: $1 billion

– $200 million to Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund
– $800 million to RESTORE Act



British Petroleum

• Standard maximum penalty: $1,000 per 
barrel X 3.19 million barrels = $3.5 billion

• Maximum penalty for “gross negligence” or 
“willful misconduct”:

• $4,300 per barrel X 3.19 barrels = $13.7 
billion



BP Exploration & Production, (BPXP)
March 27, 2015

• Brief Submitted
– https://www.thestateofthegulf.com/media/1515/2015-03-27-

bpxps-penalty-phase-post-trial-brief.pdf

– More than $2.3 billion would drain US unit of 
cash

– Faces up to $13.7 billion
– BP reiterated it expects to pay more than $40 

billion in oil spill costs. That includes $14 
billion spent to stop and clean up the spill.



Gulf-wide Restoration

• http://www.restorethegulf.gov/release/201
5/03/12/council-selected-restoration-
component-proposals-and-context-reports
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Edison Farms/Agripartners 
Acquisition



10 Mile Canal Filter Marsh
Phase II



Charlotte Harbor Flatwoods Initiative



Stormwater Pond Education
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