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Habitat ChangeHabitat Change

•• 28% Wetland Loss 28% Wetland Loss 
•• 66% Upland Loss66% Upland Loss
•• 52% Habitat Loss52% Habitat Loss

Studies

Conservancy of Southwest FloridaConservancy of Southwest Florida
Estuaries Report CardEstuaries Report Card

•• Estero Bay lowest grade of estuaries in CHNEPEstero Bay lowest grade of estuaries in CHNEP
•• Recommended nutrient management, filter Recommended nutrient management, filter 

marshes, Lee Mitigation Plan.marshes, Lee Mitigation Plan.
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Fecal Coliform
Data to year 2000

Total Nitrogen
Data to year 2000

Ammonia
Data to year 2000



4

Nitrate & Nitrite
Data to year 2000

Orthophosphate
Data to year 2000

Dissolved Oxygen
Data to year 2000

Bio-Chemical Oxygen Demand
Data to year 2000

Specific Conductance
Data to year 2000

Total Suspended Solids
Data to year 2000
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Turbidity
Data to year 2000

WQ Trends to Watch Out ForWQ Trends to Watch Out For
•• Fecal Coliform in Hendry & Fecal Coliform in Hendry & MullockMullock CreeksCreeks
•• Ammonia in Ammonia in MullockMullock (San Carlos Park)(San Carlos Park)
•• Nitrates/NitritesNitrates/Nitrites MullockMullock to Imperial Riverto Imperial River
•• OrthophosphateOrthophosphate MullockMullock to Estero Riverto Estero River
•• Dissolved OxygenDissolved Oxygen Everywhere Everywhere 
•• Specific Conductance (thruSpecific Conductance (thru--out but not yet out but not yet 

severe)severe)
•• TurbidityTurbidity & Suspended Solids& Suspended Solids
•• CopperCopper (no trends data to year 2000)(no trends data to year 2000)
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Parameters of ConcernParameters of Concern

•• Turbidity (suspended matter)Turbidity (suspended matter)
•• Chlorophyll a (nutrients)Chlorophyll a (nutrients)
•• Color (natural component)Color (natural component)

•• Prop wash reProp wash re--suspending mattersuspending matter

Suggested Fixes for Estero BasinSuggested Fixes for Estero Basin
•• Central Sewer or Septic Mgmt Program Central Sewer or Septic Mgmt Program 

–– San Carlos Park & Hendry CreekSan Carlos Park & Hendry Creek
•• Significantly reduced Fertilizer Use Significantly reduced Fertilizer Use 

–– Esp. San Carlos Park, Estero, and Bonita SpringsEsp. San Carlos Park, Estero, and Bonita Springs
•• Return to an older style of nonReturn to an older style of non--cleared and filled earth cleared and filled earth 

developmentdevelopment
•• Increased percentage of pervious surfacesIncreased percentage of pervious surfaces
•• Shallower and vegetated stormwater systemsShallower and vegetated stormwater systems
•• Discontinued use of Copper SulfateDiscontinued use of Copper Sulfate
•• Acquisition and protection of an additional 67,000 acresAcquisition and protection of an additional 67,000 acres
•• Restoration of another 15,000 acres of existing public Restoration of another 15,000 acres of existing public 

conservation landconservation land
•• Consider closing some areas to motor boatsConsider closing some areas to motor boats
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