
Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

The regular meeting of the Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management met on Monday, 

December 14, 2020 at the 9:30 AM via GoToMeeting web service.   

The minutes are as follows: 

MINUTES ESTERO BAY AGENCY ON BAY MANAGEMENT 

Monday, December 14, 2020 ï 9:30 AM. 

GoToMeeting Virtual Meeting 

 

Call to Order ï Dr. Demers called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM. 

Attendance: 

NAME  ORGANIZATION  

            Councilman Fred Burson             City of Fort Myers 

Dr. Nora Demers RGMC 

Win Everham FGCU 

Stephanie Erickson EBAP 

Jennifer Hecker 
Coastal and Heartland National 

Estuary Partnership (CHNEP) 

Benjamin Marics FGCU 

Wayne Daltry Audubon  

Laura Miller LWV 

Patty Whitehead Bonita Lions Club Green Team 

Brad Cornell Audubon of SWFL 

 

Staff in Attendance: Mackenzie Moorhouse 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of the November 9, 2020 meeting was made by 

Councilman Burson and seconded by Ms. Hecker. Approved unanimously. 

 



Jennifer Hecker- CHNEP ñEconomic Value of Natural Resources in Estero Bayò 

Ms. Hecker presented on a report completed by the Coastal and Heartland National Estuary 

Partnership to calculate the economic value of natural resources, specifically in the Estero 

Bay region.  

The purpose of the report was to provide a better understanding of economic activity tied to 

restoration, conservation, and management activities in the study area. As a result of the 

study, it was determined that there was $13.6 billion in total output, $3.8 billion in regional 

income, $146 million in local & tax revenue, and 148,000 jobs generate by natural 

resources in the CHNEP area. 

CHNEP chose to rely on real-world data for its methodology, including government sales 

tax, credit company data, and property appraiser-reported sales.  

The results from this study led to the conclusion that continued funding is necessary to 

support a healthy ecosystem and quality of life in the CHNEP area.  

A copy of the report can be accessed here. 

A questions and answers session followed the presentation. 

2021 Work Plan 

Members collaborated to draft new work plan for 2021. All changes to the work plan were 

dictated to Ms. Moorhouse. 

Motion to approve the workplan was approved unanimously.  

A copy of the final 2021 Workplan can be accessed at 

https://www.swfrpc.org/programs/ABM/ 

Nominating Committee for January Meeting. 

Dr. Demers offered that she would be willing to continue as the Chair for 2021. 

Dr. Demers nominated Wayne Daltry for Vice-Chair (not present). 

Dr. Demers nominated Patty Whitehead for the position of Secretary. Ms. Whitehead 

accepted. 

Mr. Quasius put forward a motion to close the nominations and Mr. Everham seconded that 

motion. Approved unanimously.  

Old Business.  

Dr. Demers asked the consultants from the Village of Estero to present at a future 

EBABM meeting. While they said that they were willing to present, they were not given 

permission to present to the EBABM at this time.  

https://00f2e13b-36ff-42db-a187-b1a5d3023a82.filesusr.com/ugd/252fd8_ed0895280d2a4dbf8366bbff2df2d7c4.pdf
https://www.swfrpc.org/programs/ABM/


Dr. Demers also asked Small Brothers to present at a future EBABM meeting, but they 

declined due to ex parte complications.  

New Business.  

Dr. Demers shared information on activities in and around the Estero Bay watershed that 

may be of interest or concern to members. All information, with imagery and hyperlinks 

included, can be found on page 4 of this minutes package.  

Emerging Issues.   

No emerging issues were discussed. 

Announcements.  

No announcements were made. 

The next Meeting Time and Place, for EBABM is January 11, 2020. 9:30 A.M., via 

GoToMeeting.  

Adjournment  was at 11:25 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Business Information provided by Dr. Demers:  

1.  This first image is to show that the proposed WWTP and Solid Waste Transfer 

Station is still on the Lee County Community development webpage (although the 

residents who objected last year were told the county had dropped the plan).  

 

 



The parcel outlined in blue below is the one identified for the WWTP and solid waste 

transfer station.

 

 2.  This one mentions a FGCU parcel but the land looks like it  is in GCTC.  I asked for any further  

information  from the ABM membership.  No one replied 

 



 

3. The triangular parcel and the open ground around it is up for change to residential (over 

1000 units).   

I asked if it was in the Estero Bay Watershed or if we were interested in it.   

Win said since it is N of the Orange River it is probably not in the Estero Bay Watershed. 

Is it not in the Buckingham rural lands category? 



 

4.  The information  below is in reference to a land swap/donation between FGCU, PEG and Lee County- 

providing for land for Lee County for CR 951, giving about 44 acres to FGCU (from Lee County originally  

given to them by Wild Blue).  

 The FGCU Board of Trustees was provided the agreement at the Oct 29th, 2020 

meeting. https://www2.fgcu.edu/Trustees/AgendaFile/2020/10 -29-

2020/FGCUBOT_AGENDAPACKET_10-29-2020.pdf (page 122- 154) 

Lee County approved the land to FGCU at their  Nov 10, 2020 meeting.  While Mr Magiera mentions FGCU 

would have access to CR951 it  is not articulated in the agreement.  

The agreement also allows FGCU to sell the 40 acres PEG donated and relieves PEG from the 

responsibility  to make an access road for FGCU through that 40 acres.  

 (The spine road was a criteria  required for the zoning permit  approval- now they are relieving the 

requirement). 

I raised this issue because I am concerned that access for FGCU to CR 951 may cause development to 

currently  open land if an access road to CR951 cannot go through the 40 acres provided. 

https://www2.fgcu.edu/Trustees/AgendaFile/2020/10-29-2020/FGCUBOT_AGENDAPACKET_10-29-2020.pdf
https://www2.fgcu.edu/Trustees/AgendaFile/2020/10-29-2020/FGCUBOT_AGENDAPACKET_10-29-2020.pdf


I also wanted to make ABM membership aware that Lee County is apparently still  actively pursuing CR 

951. 

 

Line 348 of these FGCU BOT minutes (Oct 29th 2020) mentions the 40 acre parcel. 

 



Line 705 and further (also Oct 29 minutes) continues about the deal 

 

This is a portion of Agenda item #10 from the Oct 29th FGCU BOT meeting showing the 

agreement for the land swap. 

It shows what each party gets and gives but does not mention access for FGCU to CR 951.   

While Mr Magiera claims that earlier construction of CR 951 will benefit FGCU it offers no 

assurance that FGCU will have access. 


