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Water Supply Planning

Statutory Goal of Water Supply Plans

(Section 373.709, Florida Statutes)

To identify sufficient water 
supply sources and future 

projects to meet existing and 
future reasonable-beneficial 

uses during 1-in-10-year 
drought conditions through 
2050 while sustaining water 

resources and related 
natural systems.
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Water Supply Plan Requirements
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Å20-year planning period

ÅDemand estimates and projections

ÅResource analyses

ÅIssue identification

ÅEvaluation of water source options

ÅWater resource development
ÅResponsibility of water management district

ÅWater supply development
ÅResponsibility of water users

ÅEnvironmental protective and restoration strategies

ÅReview/update prevention and recovery strategies for 
minimum flows and minimum water levels (MFLs)
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Regional and Local Planning Linkage
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After the District Governing Board approves the water 
supply plan update:

ÅAll local governments must amend their 
Comprehensive Plan to update their Water 
Supply Facilities Work Plan within 18 months of 
the plan updateôs approval, to be eligible for 
grants and be compliant with Florida statute

ÅUtilities identify the projects to be developed

ÅUtility annual progress reports due in November

Naples ς coastal waterfront
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Lower West Coast Water Supply Planning
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ÅLegally required by Florida 
statute since 1997

Å20-year planning period, 
updated every 5 years

ÅThe first LWC Water Supply 
Plan was done in 1994

ÅThe most recent plan was 
completed in 2022

ÅThe next LWC plan update will 
be in 2027 and will evaluate 
projected water demands 
through 2050

1994 2000 2005

2012 2017 2022
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Groundwater Sources

Boulder Zone
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Limitations on Traditional Water Sources

ÅResource protection tools
ÅWater use permitting

ÅMinimum Flows and Minimum Water 
Levels

ÅWater Reservations

ÅRestricted Allocation Areas

ÅMore than one resource protection 
tool can apply to a water body

ÅThese tools protect most of the 
Lower West Coast Planning region
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Saltwater Interface Mapping Project
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ÅStrategy -- Compare interface positions 

(i.e., 2009, 2014, 2019, 2024), 

note areas of concern, adjust monitoring, 

and adapt as necessary

ÅUpdate maps every 5 years

ÅUse all available data (USGS, SFWMD, Counties, Water Use Permittees)

ÅFurthest inland extent ï dry season

Å250 milligrams per liter (mg/L) chlorides (isochlor)

ÅCoastal aquifers: Water Table, Lower Tamiami, Sandstone, Mid-Hawthorn
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Saltwater Intrusion
Saltwater Interface Monitoring and Mapping Program Update 2024
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Position of the 2024 saltwater interface in the Water Table Aquifer in Coastal Lee County.

Position of the 2024 saltwater interface in the WTA near the CocohatcheeRiver in CollierCounty.

Position of the 2024 saltwater interface in the WTA near Henderson Creek Canal in central Collier County.

https://www.sfwmd.gov/sites/default/files/documents/WS-67_2024_swi_mapping_report.pdf


Ecosystem 
Restoration supports 

mitigation against 
overall water supply 
vulnerabilities under 

current and future 
conditions.

CERP goals are 
aligned with the 
adaptation 
strategies needed 
to build water 
resources resiliency 
in South Florida.
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Status of Rainfall in the SW Coast
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U.S. Drought Monitor
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February 2026

April 2026

June 30, 2026



Status of Groundwater Levels
ÅContinuously 

monitoring 
groundwater levels 
(monitor well 
locations)

ÅStatistical 
comparison of 
current water levels 
compared to 
historical for this 
time of year

Å95% of Public Water 
Supply comes from 
groundwater
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Current Conditions
February  5, 2026: Water Shortage Warning was issued 
for the Lower Tamiami Aquifer in Lee and Collier 
Counties.

February  12, 2026: SFWMD Governing Board 
approves Resolution 2026-0213 delegating to the 
Executive Director the authority to issue an order 
declaring a water shortage and imposing appropriate 
water use restrictions when certain hydrological 
conditions are present.

June  4, 2026: Water Shortage Warning rescinded for 
Lee and Collier counties.
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Lower Tamiami Aquifer, Collier County
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Lower Tamiami Aquifer, Collier County 

17Presenter: Anushi Obeysekera



Lower Tamiami Aquifer, Lee County
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Water Restrictions in Cape Coral
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Above MDL since 
Feb 28, 2026

ÅPhase III Restrictions since 

November 2023

ÅPhase IV Restrictions since May 

2025

ÅWater Levels at Mid-Hawthorn 
aquifer above MDL since Feb 28, 
2026

ÅModified Phase II Restrictions 
since May 4, 2026



Joint Action: Enhanced Monitoring and                                    
Water Conservation Outreach

ÅBi-weekly calls hosted by SFWMD with Water Utilities within the Lower 
West Coast 

ÅOptimization of Wellfield Operations

ÅWater level and Chloride concentration data being shared by Bonita 
Springs Utilities, Collier County Pollution Control, Collier County Public 
Water Supply, City of Naples, and Resource Conservation Systems

ÅWater Conservation Messaging, Public Outreach, and Enhanced 
Water Restrictions (City of Naples)

ÅThanks to Bonita Springs Utilities, Collier County, Lee County, City of 
Everglades City, City of Naples, City of Marco Island, and Resource 
Conservation Systems for their collaboration during these dry 
conditions

Collier County Water Restriction Post on Facebook (April 7, 2026)
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Lower West Coast Population Growth and 
Demands
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Lower West Coast Demands (2020-2045)

Water demands 
projected to increase 
16% or 166 mgd from 
2020 to 2045

Landscape/ Recreational 
has the largest increase 
followed by Public 
Supply
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Water Conservation Role in Meeting Future Demands 
Public, Local Governments and District Partnership

Expand or add new alternative 
supply sources (increasing capacity)

Decrease demands through water 
conservation
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