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What are Brownfields?

• Brownfields are properties with 
actual or perceived 
environmental contamination 
hindering redevelopment efforts

• Redevelopment is challenging
• Cleanup costs and fears deter 

potential developers

• Barrier to economic development

• Examples
• Former Dry Cleaners

• Former Gas Stations

• Vacant Industrial Properties



What is the Brownfield Program?

Federal Program (EPA)

• Grant Funding (Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, 
Cleanup, Multipurpose grants)  

• Others (Job Training) 

State Program

• Financial Incentives, Tax Credits

• Regulatory Benefits/Liability Protections

• Targeted Brownfields Assessment

• Often leveraged with federally funded projects



Requirements and Incentives

Requirements

• Property is contaminated, or has 
the perception of contamination

• Owner did not cause 
contamination

Incentives

• Financial incentives 

• Liability protection

• Site Rehabilitation Completion 
Order (SRCO) goal for 
contaminated sites



Who is Terracon?

General Info
• Established 1965

• 175 offices nationwide with >6,500 
employees

• Services include: Environmental, 
Facilities, Geotechnical, Construction 
Materials Testing 

• We have been working in the Brownfield 
Program since its inception in 1995.

• We have worked with 160 communities 
to develop brownfield programs.

• We have worked with the SWFRPC on 
both of their brownfield grants.
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SWFRPC Brownfield Grants

• 2018 Coalition Assessment Grant
• 130 acres assessed

• 14 sites in Moore Haven

• 6 sites in Immokalee

• 2022 Community-wide Assessment Grant
• Ongoing

• Target area is Moore Haven (Glades County)
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Federal Brownfield Grants in Florida

Assessment RLF Cleanup Job Training Area-wide Planning Multipurpose



Brownfields and Resilience

Brownfields are commonly located in areas with existing 
infrastructure and utilities.

Properties are reused and repurposed instead of building on 
undeveloped land.

Contaminants are removed from the soil and groundwater.

Source: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/accomplishments



Natural Disasters and 
Brownfields
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EPA Approved 
Resilient Brownfield Planning 

• Site-specific or area-wide

• Plan for extreme weather events

• Ensure the safe reuse of a site over 
time

• The design and placement of 
structures

• Treatment systems/ monitoring 
systems

• Engineering controls and types of 
materials



How could the brownfield program 
help improve resilience in your 

community?





Thank you!
Tara Szydlowski

Florida Division Brownfields Manager
D (813) 321-0346
M (215) 278-1977

Tara.Szydlowski@terracon.com
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