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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
Meeting Minutes of December 5, 2019 

 
The Southwest Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) met at Lee Memorial 
Hospital (2776 Cleveland Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33901). The following members were present 
during the proceedings which began at 9:30 a.m.   
 
LEPC Members Present  
Lina Cerquera, FDEP 
Scott Davis, Fort Myers Fire Department 
John Findley, Sonic Automotive 
Alvin Henderson, Cape Coral Emergency Management 
Todd Kerkering, City of Sarasota Police Department 
Mathew Marshall, Cape Coral Fire Department – LEPC Training Chair 
Brian Massey, LeeHealth  
Elizabeth McMasters, FGCU 
Rick Pardo, Lee County Mosquito Control  
Bruce Porter, LEPC Chair 
Kim Rider, Enterprise 
Jennifer Smith, Florida Department of Health 
Dawn Thomas, LeeHealth 
Jason Wilkins, Sarasota County Fire Department 
Rick Zyvoloski, Collier County Emergency Management 
 
Others Present  
Greg Fisher, LeeHealth 
C.J. Kammerer, Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council – LEPC Coordinator 
William Lang, Collier County Emergency Management 
Rob Low, Greater Naples Fire Department 
John McMahon, North Collier Fire Department 
Wanda Short, LeeHealth 
David Snodgrass, Sarasota County Fire Department 
Eric Tiefenthaler, North Port Fire Rescue  
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AGENDA ITEM #1 
Invocation 

 
Mr. Findley gave an invocation. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #2   
Pledge of Allegiance  

 
Chairman Porter led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3   
Call to Order & Introductions  

 
Chairman Porter called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Each member was asked to introduce 
themselves. 
 
After the introductions, Mr. Massey and Mr. Fisher gave a presentation on LeeHealth’s 
emergency response / disaster role, capabilities, and procedures. Afterwards, a discussion 
ensued about communication and coordination between first responders and hospitals.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #4   
Minutes of the August 22, 2019 Meeting  

 
Chairman Porter entertained a motion to accept the draft LEPC meeting minutes of the August, 
2019 meeting. 
  

A motion was made by Chief Marshall to approve the minutes of the August 22, 2019 
LEPC meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kerkering and passed 
unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #5 
LEPC Membership 

 
The proposed LEPC membership changes were as follows: 
 
Additions: 

• Seth Comer, Iona McGregor Fire District 

• Patrick Fuller, Charlotte County Emergency Management (Alternate to Primary) 

• Nick Herlihy, North Port Fire Rescue (Alt) 

• William Lang, Collier County Emergency Management (Alt) 

• Ellen Pinder, Charlotte County Emergency Management (Alt) 

• Eric Tiefenthaler, North Port Fire Rescue 
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Deletions 

• Jerry Mallett, Charlotte County Emergency Management  

• Michael Shaw, Collier County Emergency Management (Alt) 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Massey to approve the LEPC membership changes as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Chief Marshall and passed unanimously. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #6 

LEPC Meeting Schedule & Locations 
 

Mr. Kammerer reviewed the upcoming schedule of SWF LEPC meetings and Statewide SERC 
meetings. The next SWF LEPC meeting is scheduled for February 20th at the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council (1400 Colonial Blvd, Suite 1, Fort Myers, FL 33907). Mr. Kammerer 
asked for a volunteer to host the future 2020 meetings. Mr. Henderson volunteered to host the 
May meeting at the Cape Coral EOC. Mr. Tiefenthaler volunteered to host the August meeting 
at the North Port EOC.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #7 
2019 HazMat Symposium 

 
Mr. Kammerer announced that the LEPC still has several spots open for the HazMat Symposium 
from January 21-24 in Dayton Beach. Registration is active and the LEPC currently has 7 
attendees registered.  Captain Wilkins is planning on sending 2 attendees and other members 
present expressed interest in attending. Chief Marshall explained that the Symposium is an 
incredible value in terms of the cost compared to the quality of the training.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 
Southwest Florida LEPC Training Subcommittee Report   

 
Chief Marshall updated the Committee on two trainings that took place in Charlotte County (an 
NG/LPG course and a 406 Emergency course). Both Courses were well attended and received 
very positive feedback.  
 
The LEPC has most of its FY 2020 HMEP funds committed to the HazMat Symposium, 406 
Emergency Course, and SRQ Full-Scale HazMat Exercise. A Tanker Rollover Course requested by 
the North Collier Fire Department is the next training in line that falls into the FY 2020 budget. 
The HazMat Tech Course requested by the Sarasota County Fire Department will be pushed to 
FY 2021.  
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Chief Marshall presented the LEPC Training Request Procedures to the Committee and 
requested a motion. 

 
A motion was made by Ms. Cerquera to approve the LEPC Training Request 
Procedures as presented. The motion was seconded by Captain Wilkins and passed 
unanimously. 
 

Training requests are due to Mr. Kammerer by January 31. Requests will then be sent and 
ranked by the Training Subcommittee and brought to the LEPC at the February 20 meeting. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
Tier II Reporting and E-Plan Update 

 
Chief Marshall announced that the LEPC will be holding two Tier II / E-Plan Trainings for 302 
Facilities on January 30 and February 20, both at the RPC. Training invites will be sent to the 
LEPC to distribute to their contacts. The reporting period begins on January 1 and ends on 
February 28. Mr. Zyvoloski asked if an E-Plan training could be held for responders / emergency 
management in Collier County. Chief Marshall volunteered to hold a course at no cost.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #10 
Florida SERC Training Task Force (TTF) Update 

 
The last TTF Meeting was held in Sandestin on October 17. Chief Marshall gave a summary of 
the meeting. John (J.W.) Scott was hired by FDEM to handle all the State’s HazMat team 
assessments for the upcoming year. Mr. Kammerer has already sent him the contact info for 
each team. Mr. Scott should be reaching out soon. The TTF drafted a letter of support for the 
NOVA maritime training. Four more SOGs/SOPs were completed (Gas Cylinders & Containers, 
Radiological, Safety & Health for HazMat, and Emergencies Involving Corrosives). 
 
The last TTF conference call concerned the ongoing ethics concerns. A 2001 ruling determined 
that LEPC members do not need to fill out financial disclosure forms. FDEM has not come to a 
decision on the conflict of interest issue.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #11 
Florida State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) Meeting Update 

 
The last SERC Meeting was held in Sandestin on October 18. Mr. Kammerer gave a summary of 
the meeting. The meeting was very brief, a tropical storm was set to hit the panhandle that day 
and FDEM wanted more time to prepare. The LEPC’s 2019 Emergency Response Plan, quarterly 
membership updates, and Thomas Yatabe Award nominee were all voted on and accepted. Bill 
Miller, Deputy Special Operations Coordinator with the Fort Myers Fire Department, is SWF’s 
Yatabe Award recipient. A presentation was given on PPE for gamma incidents. 
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Chief Marshall added that the East Central Florida LEPC announced that they received a 
$78,000 PHMSA grant for pipeline response. LEPC staff created map overlaying fire department 
locations with all pipelines in the region. The grant was also used to purchase gas detection 
units. Chief Marshall and Mr. Kammmer can help in obtaining a similar grant.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #12 
Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) Trainings and Events 

 
Chairman Porter explained that on the State’s website 
http://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/trainingcalendar.aspx there is the calendar of events and 
trainings that are available. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #13 
Hazardous Material Incidents in Southwest Florida  

 
Chairman Porter explained that on the State’s website 
https://apps.floridadisaster.org/swo/ArchiveNonAdmin.aspx there is a running list of hazardous 
materials incidents by county.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #14 
Topics for Future Meetings 

 
There were no suggestions for future meeting discussion items or presentations. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #15 
Members’ Comments 

 
Captain Wilkins asked if the LEPC could fund a US National Grid with Field Operations class. 
Chief Marshall explained the written request would have to justify how this class ties into EHS 
chemicals and transportation. The written request would have to be submitted following the 
procedures voted on earlier in the meeting.  
 
Captain Wilkins updated the LEPC on Sarasota County’s experience in providing HazMat 
response for Hurricane Dorian. Sarasota and Pinellas Counties were the first two counties 
chosen to provide HazMat response to a Hurricane. The two counties provided 28 responders. 
The federal government provided a trailer of supplies for two teams.  
 
Captain Wilkins also gave an update on the Full-Scale Exercise the LEPC is sponsoring, taking 
place at the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) in February. The Exercise will 
simulate an EHS release on an airplane with a secondary incident of a suicide bomber. The 
Sarasota County Fire Department and LEPC have partnered with Bradenton County Fire 
Department, SRQ Emergency Management, and Sarasota Memorial Hospital among many 
others. Advanced Planning Consultants, who conducted the LEPC’s Full-Scale at Cheney 
Brothers, has been hired to run the Exercise. Several LEPC members volunteered to act as 

http://trac.floridadisaster.org/trac/trainingcalendar.aspx
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evaluators and controllers for the Exercise. 
 
Chief Marshall asked for advice in purchasing a new decon trailer. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #16 
Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

AGENDA ITEM #17 
Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting was scheduled for February 20, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. at the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council (1400 Colonial Blvd, Suite 1, Fort Myers, FL 33907). 
 

AGENDA ITEM #18 
Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 10:29 a.m. by 
Chairman Porter.  
 
 
 
 
 
           
 Chairman Bruce Porter        Approval Date   
 
The meeting was duly advertised in the November 15, 2019 issue of the Florida Administrative 
Register, Volume 45, Number 223. 
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

1400 Colonial Blvd., Suite #1 
Fort Myers, FL  33907 

Phone: (239) 938-1813 #227 
Email: ckammerer@swfrpc.org   

 

 

February 20, 2020 
 
Anhar Al-Asadi 
Contract Specialist & SERC/LEPC Liaison 
Bureau of Response, Technological Hazards 
Florida Division of Emergency Management 
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
 
Dear Ms. Al-Asadi: 

On behalf of Southwest Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee, I would like to make the 
following changes and recommendations regarding the individuals’ applications for membership. 

 
Please add the following members: 

• Robert Fisher, LeeHealth (Alt) 

• Rob Low, Greater Naples Fire Rescue 

• Brian Massey, LeeHealth (Alternate to Primary) 

• Caleb Morris, Greater Naples Fire Rescue (Alt) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

__________________________ 

Bruce Porter 
LEPC Chair 

 

mailto:ckammerer@swfrpc.org


                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

December 4, 2019 

 

Southwest Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee 

District 9 

1400 Colonial Blvd. Suite #1 

Fort Myers, FL 33907 

 

Re: Alternate Appointment of Robert Fisher 

 

 

Dear Chairman, 

 

I am recommending the appointment of Alternate to Robert Fisher for Lee Health. Robert is an Environmental 

Safety Coordinator and his duties include assisting with the physical environment and disaster management. He 

will most likely be a regular attendee at the committee meetings.  

Please let me know if there are any questions or more information is needed to complete the recommended 

changes. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Thomas 

Environmental Safety Coordinator 

 

Enc. 

 

Cc:  C.J. Kammerer 

        Dawn Thomas 

        Robert Fisher  

 



9 DATE:

Select

Select

Select

Environmental Safety Coordinator

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

Alternate

February 5, 2020

Robert Fisher

Dawn M. Thomas

LEPC DISTRICT:

MEMBERSHIP:

NOMINEE'S NAME:

IF ALTERNATE, PRIMARY'S NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

JOB TITLE:

COUNTY:

Explanation of Choice of Category (if necessary):

PHONE NUMBER (Work):

Please attach chairperson's recommendation (if alternate, also attach primary member's letter of 

recommendation).

CELL PHONE NUMBER:

Select

239-424-2493

OCCUPATIONAL CATERGORY:

716-846-9142

239-424-4086

robert.fisher@leehealth.org

Lee Health 

636 Del Prado Blvd

Cape Coral, Fl 33990

Lee Health 

EMAIL ADDRESS:

FAX NUMBER (Work):

mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org
mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org
mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org
mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org
mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org
mailto:robert.fisher@leehealth.org






9 DATE:

Primary

Mr.

Select

Assistant Chief, Professional Development and Special Operations

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

February 5, 2020

Rob Low

LEPC DISTRICT:

MEMBERSHIP:

NOMINEE'S NAME:

IF ALTERNATE, PRIMARY'S NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

JOB TITLE:

COUNTY:

Explanation of Choice of Category (if necessary):

PHONE NUMBER (Work):

Please attach chairperson's recommendation (if alternate, also attach primary member's letter of 

recommendation).

CELL PHONE NUMBER:

Select

786-351-7208

OCCUPATIONAL CATERGORY:

786-351-7208

rlow@gnfire.org

Greater Naples Fire Rescue

14575 Collier Blvd

Naples, FL. 34119

Collier

EMAIL ADDRESS:

FAX NUMBER (Work):

mailto:rlow@gnfire.org
mailto:rlow@gnfire.org
mailto:rlow@gnfire.org
mailto:rlow@gnfire.org
mailto:rlow@gnfire.org
mailto:rlow@gnfire.org


9 DATE:

Alternate

Mr.

Select

Greater Naples Fire Rescue

14575 Collier Blvd

Naples, FL. 34119

Collier

EMAIL ADDRESS:

FAX NUMBER (Work):

Explanation of Choice of Category (if necessary):

PHONE NUMBER (Work):

Please attach chairperson's recommendation (if alternate, also attach primary member's letter of 

recommendation).

CELL PHONE NUMBER:

Select

239-216-2669

OCCUPATIONAL CATERGORY:

239-216-2669

cmorris@gnfire.org

Division Chief, Special Operations

LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

February 5, 2020

Caleb Morris

Rob Low

LEPC DISTRICT:

MEMBERSHIP:

NOMINEE'S NAME:

IF ALTERNATE, PRIMARY'S NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

JOB TITLE:

COUNTY:

mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
mailto:cmorris@gnfire.org
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2020 LEPC  

HazMat Plan Draft 

 

The 2020 LEPC HazMat Plan Draft can be found at the 

SWFRPC website at: http://www.swfrpc.org/wp-

content/uploads/Programs/LEPC/2020_LEPC_Plan_Draft.

pdf 

 

 
 

http://www.swfrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/Programs/LEPC/2020_LEPC_Plan_Draft.pdf
http://www.swfrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/Programs/LEPC/2020_LEPC_Plan_Draft.pdf
http://www.swfrpc.org/wp-content/uploads/Programs/LEPC/2020_LEPC_Plan_Draft.pdf
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Southwest Florida LEPC Meeting Schedule 

Meeting Dates Agenda Topics Locations 

2020 Meeting Schedule 

January 21-24, 2020 8th Florida HazMat Symposium 
The Plaza Resort & Spa 
600 N. Atlantic Ave. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32118 

January 21-22, 2020 Quarterly Statewide LEPC, TTF & SERC Meetings 
The Plaza Resort & Spa 
600 N. Atlantic Ave. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32118 

February 20, 2020 Quarterly Meeting of the SWF LEPC 
SWF Regional Planning Council 
1400 Colonial Blvd, Suite 1 
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

April 16-17, 2020 Quarterly Statewide LEPC, TTF & SERC Meetings 
DoubleTree by Hilton  
116 San Marco Ave 
St. Augustine, FL 32084 

May 28, 2020 Quarterly Meeting of the SWF LEPC 
Cape Coral EOC 
1115 SE 9th Ave 
Cape Coral, FL 33990 

July 2020 Quarterly Statewide LEPC, TTF & SERC Meetings TBD 

August 20, 2020 Quarterly Meeting of the SWF LEPC 
North Port Fire Rescue Station 81 
4980 City Center Blvd 
North Port, Fl 34286 

October 2020 Quarterly Statewide LEPC, TTF & SERC Meetings TBD 

December 3, 2020 Quarterly Meeting of the SWF LEPC 
Lee Memorial Hospital  
2776 Cleveland Ave 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

NOTE: The annual LEPC planning agreement time period goes from July 1 through to June 30. 
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RECAP OF THE JANUARY 22, 2020  

STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMSSION 

(SERC) MEETING 

 

The January 22, 2020 SERC meeting was held at the Plaza Resort and Spa in Daytona Beach. 

The Recap presented below was enhanced by discussions/dialogues which ensued at the 

January 21 meetings of SERC's Training Task Force and the LEPC Staff & Chairs. The SERC 

meeting was chaired by Mr. Kevin Guthrie, FDEM Deputy Director/SERT Chief. The 

meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. and proceeded with the Pledge of Allegiance 

and a roll call of SERC members.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The October 19, 2019 SERC meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon voice 

vote. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEES (LEPCs) APPOINTMENTS- The LEPC 

membership modifications being requested by the LEPCs are included in the SERC 

packet. SERC unanimously approved all proposed membership modifications upon 

voice vote. SWF had the following updates, approved by the SWF LEPC at the 

December meeting: 

 

Members Added: 

Seth Comer, Iona McGregor Fire District 

Patrick Fuller, Charlotte County Emergency Management (Alternate to Primary) 

Nick Herlihy, North Port Fire Rescue (Alt) 

William Lang, Collier County Emergency Management (Alt) 

Ellen Pinder, Charlotte County Emergency Management (Alt) 

Eric Tiefenthaler, North Port Fire Rescue 

 

Members Removed:  

Jerry Mallett, Charlotte County Emergency Management 

Michael Shaw, Collier County Emergency Management (Alt) 

 

2. THE 2020 THOMAS YATABE SERC AWARD CEREMONY- Each LEPC presented their 

nominee for the Yatabe Awards. The SWF LEPC selected Mr. Bill Miller, Engineer / 

Deputy Special Operations Coordinator, Fort Myers Fire Department, for the award due to 

his excellent service to the regional HazMat community. Mr. Bruce Porter introduced 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Guthrie presented him with the award. 

 



3. ESF-10 GIS PORTAL AND SURVEY123 APPLICATION- Mr. Nick Roff, FDEP, gave a 

presentation on the application of the ESF-10 GIS portal and Survey123 during a 

disaster situation. 

 

REPORTS 

1. SERC TRAINING TASK FORCE (TTF) REPORT- Mr. Guthrie reported on the TTF meeting. 

He requested that presentations on HazMat incidents be brought to future TTF 

meetings. An impromptu presentation was given at an incident in Ocala. The TTF was 

given a final ruling on the ongoing conflict of interest issues. FDEM lawyer, Mr. Erik 

Sayler, requested that any TTF / LEPC member with a potential conflict of intertest 

reach out to the Florida Commission on Ethics to receive an informal ruling. 

 

2. HAZARDS ANALYSIS WORKING GROUP (HAWG) REPORT- Mr. Robert Dietrich 

explained he is working to improve the HA program and make everything more user 

friendly.  

 

3. UPDATE ON LEPC ACTIVITIES- LEPC Chair Richard Delp reported on the LEPC meeting. 

Each district gave an update on their trainings and exercises in the last quarter during 

the meeting.  The 2020 ERG books are expected to arrive in April or May. FDEM 

received extra HMEP funding that must be spent by June 1. SWF LEPC requested 

funding for a North Collier HazMat Tech Course.  

 

4. FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT- Mr. Dietrich indicated that there is no change in the 

financial status. The following reports were included as part of the Agenda materials:  

• Monthly RMP & EPCRA program revenue allocations; and 

• Breakdown of General Appropriations and Expenditures by Category for the 

Hazardous Materials Planning and the Risk Management Planning Programs. 

 

5. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS REPORT- As informational, Mr. Dietrich 

indicated that detailed listings of Section 304 investigations, fixed facility and 

transportation-related hazardous materials incidents were prepared and included 

with the Agenda materials to describe incidents occurring between the period of 

September 1, 2019 – November 30, 2019. Such Reports included documentation of 

these incidents and portrayed the number of persons evacuated, injured or deceased 

down to LEPC District and ultimately County levels.  These are all incidents reported 

to the State Watch Office and are broken down into different categories.  

 

6. STAFF ACTIVITIES REPORT BY SECTION- Mr. Dietrich indicated that various graphics 

were provided within the SERC Agenda materials to depict various staff functions and 

initiatives. Information was provided in the Agenda materials to portray: 



• Breakdown of statewide Hazardous Materials Incident Reports by LEPC District 

and type; 

• Annual enumeration of Hazardous Materials incidents; 

• Monthly enumeration of Hazardous Materials Incident; 

• Quantification of E-Plan Filings for Year 2018 by LEPC District 

• Monthly quantification of Technical Assistance calls received; and 

• Annual enumeration of Chemical Data in E-Plan since 2012 in terms of the number 

of statewide facilities and number of chemicals. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

1. THE 2020 HAZMAT SYMPSOIUM- Chief Jonathan Lamb gave an update on the 

progress of the 2020 HazMat Symposium. They year, they had a record 619 people 

registered, 436 being students. He stressed that this would not be possible without 

the support from SERC and the hard work of the LEPCs. 

  

2. HAZMAT TEAM ASSESSMENT, DEPLOYMENTS, EXERCISE, AND TRAINING- Mr. Scott 

Chappell explained that Mr. J.W. Scott has completed roughly 2/3 of the HazMat Team 

Assessments across the State. 

 

COMMENTS 

There were no additional comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon identification of no more issues to be brought before the SERC, Mr. Guthrie 

adjourned the meeting and advised that the next SERC meeting will be held April 17, 2020 

in St. Augustine.  
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