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104 West Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301-1713  850.224.3427 

 
 

Regional Planning Council 
Functions and Programs 

 
March 4, 2011 

 
• Economic Development Districts:  Regional planning councils are designated as Economic 

Development Districts by the U. S. Economic Development Administration.  From January 2003 to 
August 2010, the U. S. Economic Development Administration invested $66 million in 60 projects in 
the State of Florida to create/retain 13,700 jobs and leverage $1 billion in private capital investment.  
Regional planning councils provide technical support to businesses and economic developers to 
promote regional job creation strategies. 

• Emergency Preparedness and Statewide Regional Evacuation:  Regional planning councils 
have special expertise in emergency planning and were the first in the nation to prepare a Statewide 
Regional Evacuation Study using a uniform report format and transportation evacuation modeling 
program.  Regional planning councils have been preparing regional evacuation plans since 1981.  
Products in addition to evacuation studies include Post Disaster Redevelopment Plans, Hazard 
Mitigation Plans, Continuity of Operations Plans and Business Disaster Planning Kits.   

• Local Emergency Planning:  Local Emergency Planning Committees are staffed by regional 
planning councils and provide a direct relationship between the State and local businesses.  Regional 
planning councils provide thousands of hours of training to local first responders annually.  Local 
businesses have developed a trusted working relationship with regional planning council staff. 

• Homeland Security:  Regional planning council staff is a source of low cost, high quality planning 
and training experts that support counties and State agencies when developing a training course or 
exercise.  Regional planning councils provide cost effective training to first responders, both public and 
private, in the areas of Hazardous Materials, Hazardous Waste, Incident Command, Disaster 
Response, Pre- and Post-Disaster Planning, Continuity of Operations and Governance.  Several 
regional planning councils house Regional Domestic Security Task Force planners. 

• Multipurpose Regional Organizations:  Regional planning councils are Florida’s only multipurpose 
regional entities that plan for and coordinate intergovernmental solutions on multi-jurisdictional issues, 
support regional economic development and provide assistance to local governments. 

• Problem Solving Forum:  Issues of major importance are often the subject of regional planning 
council-sponsored workshops.  Regional planning councils have convened regional summits and 
workshops on issues such as workforce housing, response to hurricanes, visioning and job creation.

• Implementation of Community Planning:  Regional planning councils develop and maintain 
Strategic Regional Policy Plans to guide growth and development focusing on economic development, 
emergency preparedness, transportation, affordable housing and resources of regional significance.  
In addition, regional planning councils provide coordination and review of various programs such as 
Local Government Comprehensive Plans, Developments of Regional Impact and Power Plant Ten-year 
Siting Plans.  Regional planning council reviewers have the local knowledge to conduct reviews 
efficiently and provide State agencies reliable local insight. 
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• Local Government Assistance:  Regional planning councils are also a significant source of cost 
effective, high quality planning experts for communities, providing technical assistance in areas such 
as:  grant writing, mapping, community planning, plan review, procurement, dispute resolution, 
economic development, marketing, statistical analysis, and information technology.  Several regional 
planning councils provide staff for transportation planning organizations, natural resource planning 
and emergency preparedness planning. 

• Return on Investment:  Every dollar invested by the State through annual appropriation in regional 
planning councils generates 11 dollars in local, federal and private direct investment to meet regional 
needs. 

• Quality Communities Generate Economic Development:  Businesses and individuals choose 
locations based on the quality of life they offer.  Regional planning councils help regions compete 
nationally and globally for investment and skilled personnel. 

• Multidisciplinary Viewpoint:  Regional planning councils provide a comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
view of issues and a forum to address regional issues cooperatively.  Potential impacts on the 
community from development activities are vetted to achieve win-win solutions as council members 
represent business, government and citizen interests. 

• Coordinators and Conveners:  Regional planning councils provide a forum for regional 
collaboration to solve problems and reduce costly inter-jurisdictional disputes. 

• Federal Consistency Review:  Regional planning councils provide required Federal Consistency 
Review, ensuring access to hundreds of millions of federal infrastructure and economic development 
investment dollars annually. 

• Economies of Scale:  Regional planning councils provide a cost-effective source of technical 
assistance to local governments, small businesses and non-profits. 

• Regional Approach:  Cost savings are realized in transportation, land use and infrastructure when 
addressed regionally.  A regional approach promotes vibrant economies while reducing unproductive 
competition among local communities. 

• Sustainable Communities:  Federal funding is targeted to regions that can demonstrate they have 
a strong framework for regional cooperation. 

• Economic Data and Analysis:  Regional planning councils are equipped with state of the art 
econometric software and have the ability to provide objective economic analysis on policy and 
investment decisions. 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generators:  The Small Quantity Generator program ensures 
the proper handling and disposal of hazardous waste generated at the county level.  Often smaller 
counties cannot afford to maintain a program without imposing large fees on local businesses.  Many 
counties have lowered or eliminated fees, because regional planning council programs realize 
economies of scale, provide businesses a local contact regarding compliance questions and assistance 
and provide training and information regarding management of hazardous waste. 

• Regional Visioning and Strategic Planning:  Regional planning councils are conveners of regional 
visions that link economic development, infrastructure, environment, land use and transportation into 
long term investment plans.  Strategic planning for communities and organizations defines actions 
critical to successful change and resource investments. 

• Geographic Information Systems and Data Clearinghouse:  Regional planning councils are 
leaders in geographic information systems mapping and data support systems.  Many local 
governments rely on regional planning councils for these services. 
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
(SWFRPC) ACRONYMS 

 
 
ABM - Agency for Bay Management - Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

ADA - Application for Development Approval  

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act  

AMDA -Application for Master Development Approval  

BEBR - Bureau of Economic Business and Research at the University of Florida  

BLID - Binding Letter of DRI Status  

BLIM - Binding Letter of Modification to a DRI with Vested Rights 

BLIVR -Binding Letter of Vested Rights Status 

BPCC -Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee 

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CAO - City/County Administrator Officers 

CDBG - Community Development Block Grant  

CDC - Certified Development Corporation (a.k.a. RDC) 

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (a.k.a. OEDP) 

CHNEP - Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 

CTC -  Community Transportation Coordinator  

CTD -  Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged  

CUTR - Center for Urban Transportation Research  

DEO - Department of Economic Opportunity 

DEP - Department of Environmental Protection 
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DO - Development Order 

DOPA - Designated Official Planning Agency (i.e. MPO, RPC, County, etc.) 

EDA - Economic Development Administration 

EDC - Economic Development Coalition 

EDD - Economic Development District  

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FAC - Florida Association of Counties 

FACTS - Florida Association of CTCs  

FAR - Florida Administrative Register (formerly Florida Administrative Weekly) 

FCTS - Florida Coordinated Transportation System  

FDC&F -Florida Department of Children and Families (a.k.a. HRS) 

FDEA - Florida Department of Elder Affairs  

FDLES - Florida Department of Labor and Employment Security  

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation 

FHREDI - Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative 

FIAM – Fiscal Impact Analysis Model  

FLC - Florida League of Cities 

FQD - Florida Quality Development  

FRCA -Florida Regional Planning Councils Association 

FTA - Florida Transit Association  

IC&R - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review  

IFAS - Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida  

JLCB - Joint Local Coordinating Boards of Glades & Hendry Counties  
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JPA - Joint Participation Agreement  

JSA - Joint Service Area of Glades & Hendry Counties  

LCB - Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 

LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 

MOA - Memorandum of Agreement  

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPOAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council  

MPOCAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 

MPOTAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee  

NADO – National Association of Development Organizations 

NARC -National Association of Regional Councils 

NOPC -Notice of Proposed Change  

OEDP - Overall Economic Development Program  

PDA - Preliminary Development Agreement  

REMI – Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated 

RFB - Request for Bids  

RFI – Request for Invitation 

RFP - Request for Proposals  

RPC - Regional Planning Council 

SHIP - State Housing Initiatives Partnership  

SRPP – Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 

TDC - Transportation Disadvantaged Commission (a.k.a. CTD) 
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TDPN - Transportation Disadvantaged Planners Network 

TDSP - Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan  

USDA - US Department of Agriculture  

WMD - Water Management District (SFWMD and SWFWMD) 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

AUGUST 14, 2014 MEETING 

 

The meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on August 14, 2014 at 

the offices of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council – 1
st

 Floor Conference Room at 

1926 Victoria Avenue in Fort Myers, Florida.  Chairwoman Teresa Heitmann called the meeting 

to order at 9:00 AM and Mayor Willie Shaw then led an invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Planner 1/Grants Coordinator, Nichole Gwinnett conducted the roll call. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Charlotte County: Commissioner Chris Constance, Commissioner Tricia Duffy, 

Councilwoman Nancy Prafke, Mr. Don McCormick 

 

Collier County:      Councilwoman Teresa Heitmann, Mr. Bob Mulhere, Mr. Alan Reynolds  

  

Glades County: Commissioner Donna Storter-Long, Mr. Thomas Perry 

  

Hendry County: Commissioner Karson Turner, Commissioner Daniel Akin,  

Mr. Melvin Karau 

 

Lee County:  Commissioner Frank Mann, Councilman Forrest Banks, 

Councilman Jim Burch, Vice Mayor Doug Congress, Ms. Laura Holquist 

 

Sarasota County: Commissioner Charles Hines, Commissioner Carolyn Mason, 

Commissioner Rhonda DiFranco, Mayor Willie Shaw,  

Councilman Kit McKeon 

 

Ex-Officio:    Mr. Phil Flood – SFWMD 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 

Charlotte County: Ms. Suzanne Graham  

 

Collier County: Commissioner Georgia Hiller, Commissioner Tim Nance  

 

Glades County: Councilwoman Pat Lucas, Commissioner Russell Echols  

 

Hendry County: Commissioner Don Davis, Mayor Phillip Roland 

 

Lee County: Commissioner Brian Hamman, Mayor Anita Cereceda 

 

Sarasota County:  Mr. Felipe Colón  

 

Ex-Officio:  Ms. Carmen Monroy – FDOT, Mr. Jon Iglehart – FDEP,  

Ms. Melissa Dickens – SWFWMD 
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Ms. Gwinnett announced that there was a quorum.  

 

AGENDA ITEM #4 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments made at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #5 

AGENDA 

 

Commissioner Mann made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and the motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Turner. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #6 

Minutes of the June 19, 2014 Meeting 

 

This item was deferred to the September meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #7(a) 

SWFRPC FY 2014/15 Workplan & Budget 

 

The Budget & Finance Committee Chair, Councilman McKeon, gave a verbal presentation on the 

SWFRPC’s FY 2014/15 Workplan and Budget. He noted that the committee recommended 

endorsement of the workplan and budget. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked Ms. Wuerstle to highlight any significant category changes from the 

current budget to the proposed budget. Ms. Wuerstle explained that the major change is that the 

CHNEP is not part of the proposed budget, as of October 1, 2014 the CHNEP will be hosted by 

the City of Punta Gorda. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked by how much did it affect the SWFRPC’s budget and Ms. Wuerstle 

explained that the SWFRPC’s budget decreased over $1 million.  Commissioner Mann then asked 

where the CHNEP’s funding came from. Ms. Wuerstle explained that the CHNEP’s funding 

came from various funding agencies through grants and those grants went through the SWFRPC in 

order to fund the CHNEP’s various programs/projects. The CHNEP will be closing out many of 

their grants prior to September 30 and what is not closed out at that time will be transferred to the 

City of Punta Gorda. 

 

Councilman McKeon explained that it was discovered that the SWFRPC had been subsidizing the 

CHNEP between $20-50,000 annually for administrative costs. So while it may be a wash at the 

programmatic level, the transfer will actually benefit the SWFRPC in the future. He also stated that 

the CHNEP had reimbursed the SWFRPC for those funds.  

 

Ms. Wuerstle gave a PowerPoint presentation on the SWFRPC’s FY 2014/15 Workplan and 

Budget.   
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Vice Mayor Congress asked Ms. Wuerstle if some of the $500,000 in reserves were earmarked or 

restricted to go to some of the building maintenance projects. Ms. Wuerstle stated that the 

$500,000 is the “true” reserve. Vice Mayor Congress asked if the Council should contemplate on 

earmarking some of the reserves for the needed repairs to the building. He also asked what would 

be the Council’s goal to reach for their reserves. Ms. Wuerstle said that she would like to keep the 

current amount in the reserves, in case of an emergency the Council would have those funds to fall 

back on to run operations and any major building repairs. She explained that she did put what she 

believed would be an efficient amount in the proposed budget to cover such issues as re-surfacing 

the parking lot and also, if needed, the replacement of the air conditioner. She also noted that 

there will be costs to renovate the building after the CHNEP leaves in order to consolidate and be 

able to rent out more space, but she doesn’t believe that any funds needed to be allocated at this 

time. 

 

Mr. Perry asked Ms. Wuerstle to explain both the fringe and indirect rate allocations. Ms. 

Wuerstle explained that the indirect allocation consists of the Council’s overhead costs (note on 

the building, electricity, IT support, utilities, finance staff, etc.). Every grant project that staff works 

on gets charged a little bit of the indirect costs . Ms. Doyle explained that the Council’s current 

indirect rate is 65% and the current fringe rate is 44%. Ms. Wuerstle explained that the fringe 

covers all of the benefits. Mr. Perry asked if those rates were applied to the grants. Both Ms. Doyle 

and Ms. Wuerstle said yes and that a portion is returned to the Council, as long time is being 

charged to a funding source, i.e., grants, and not the local assessments. 

 

Vice Mayor Congress asked if both the indirect and fringe rates would increase after the CHNEP 

moves to the City of Punta Gorda. Ms. Wuerstle explained the difference will be that the Council 

will not see the income from the CHNEP grants. 

 

Mr. Reynolds referred to Ms. Wuerstle’s comments on the possible costs for the maintenance of 

the building and its parking lot and also potential rental space. He asked if the budget only 

included the current rental income. Ms. Wuerstle said it did. He then asked Ms. Wuerstle if she 

had an idea of what the income would be for a rental after the CHNEP moves. Ms. Wuerstle 

explained that she wasn’t sure if the remaining staff upstairs can be consolidated to the downstairs 

space, but if it was to happen there needed to be some work done to make it work and it would be 

very tight. Another option is to renovate the downstairs area and move all staff upstairs. One of the 

major issues is that there isn’t an elevator in the building. Staff has been discussing the options. 

 

Commissioner Duffy said to Ms. Wuerstle that going through the Council’s budget process and 

how she presented it was so phenomenal, because she remembers how it was before Ms. Wuerstle 

was executive director and she couldn’t help but make a comparison on what a great job she has 

done. 

 

Mr. Mulhere said that he also agreed with Commissioner Duffy’s comments. He liked how the 

workplan was presented and its accountability standards. He said that the last few years have been a 

challenge and he felt that staff has exceeded the expectations of many. 

 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Congress to approve the SWFRPC’s FY14/15 

Workplan and Budget. The motion was seconded by Mr. Reynolds and carried 

unanimously. 
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AGENDA ITEM #8(a) 

Grant Activity Sheet 

 

This item was for information purposes only.  

 

AGENDA ITEM #9 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Turner to approve the consent agenda; Councilman 

McKeon seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10 

REGIONAL IMPACT 

 

Mr. Crawford gave a PowerPoint presentation on the following items. He also introduced Mr. 

McLeod to present the following comprehensive plan amendment items. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(a) 

City of Cape Coral Comprehensive Plan Amendment - DEO 14-1ESR (LU11-0003) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mann to approve staff recommendations. 1. 

Approve staff comments; and 2. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department 

of Economic Opportunity and the City of Cape Coral. The motion was seconded by 

Mayor Shaw. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(b) 

Lee County Comprehensive Plan Amendment – DEO 14-5ESR (CPA 2014-03) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Mann to approve staff recommendations. 1. 

Approve staff comments; and 2. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department 

of Economic Opportunity and Lee County. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Turner. 

 

Vice Mayor Congress noted that under the recommendations it stated “Consistent with the SRPP” 

and the previous item stated “Not Inconsistent with the SRPP”, he asked if it basically meant the 

same thing. Mr. McLeod said Vice Mayor Congress was correct that it meant the same thing. He 

explained neither of the two items are regionally significant, don’t impact regional resources and 

both are not inconsistent with the SRPP. 

 

 The motion carried unanimously. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10(c) 

Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan Amendment – DEO 14-8ESR (CPA 2013-F) 

 

A motion was made by Councilman McKeon to approve staff recommendations. 1. 

Approve staff comments; and 2. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department 

of Economic Opportunity and Sarasota County. The motion was seconded by Mayor 

Shaw. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(d) 

City of Sarasota Comprehensive Plan Amendment – DEO 14-1ESR 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Shaw to approve staff recommendations. 1. Approve staff 

comments; and 2. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department of Economic 

Opportunity and the City of Sarasota. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mason. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(e) 

Tollgate DRI – Notice of Proposed Change 

 

Mr. Crawford presented the following DRI items. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Reynolds to approve staff’s recommended actions. 1. Notify 

Collier County, the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) and the 

applicant that SWFRPC staff recommends approval of the change and that Council staff 

finds that the request is not a substantial deviation and does not create any additional 

regional impacts not previously reviewed by the SWFRPC. 2. Request that Collier County 

provide SWFRPC staff with copies of any Development Order amendments related to the 

proposed changes not contained in the NOPC, as well as any additional information 

requested of the applicant by DEO or the County. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Mann. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(f) 

Shell Point Village DRI – Development Order Review 

 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Congress to accept the development order as rendered 

and forward the review to Lee County and the Florida Department of Economic 

Opportunity. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mann. The motion carried 

unanimously. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10(g) 

Coconut Point DRI – Development Order Review 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Reynolds to accept the development order as rendered and 

forward the review to Lee County and the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mann. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(h) 

Villages of Lakewood Ranch DRI – Development Order Review 

 

Mr. Reynolds announced that he will be abstaining from voting on Agenda Items 10(h) and 10(i). 

 

A motion was made by Councilman McKeon to accept the development order as 

rendered. Notify the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity and Sarasota County. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mason. The motion carried with Mr. 

Reynolds abstaining. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(i) 

Palmer Ranch Master Development Order Review 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hines to accept the development order as rendered 

and forward the review to Sarasota County and the Florida Department of Economic 

Opportunity. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mason. The motion carried 

with Mr. Reynolds abstaining. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #11(a) 

CREW Land & Water Trust acquisition of the Gargiulo Land Trust Parcels Resolution 

 

Regional Counsel, Sean McCabe, presented the item. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Turner to approve SWFRPC Resolution 2014-04 

and then seconded by Mr. Reynolds.  

 

Commissioner Storter-Long asked what happens to the development rights that were originally 

applied to the property. Counsel McCabe said that if the State proceeds with the purchases of the 

tracts then he assumes that the development rights would transfer to the State. The purpose of the 

acquisition is to prevent development of the land. 

 

Mr. Mulhere explained that some of the land is designated as a “sending” land, so there would be 

transferable development rights on them; but he didn’t know if the owner had severed those 

development rights. If the owner had or does severe those development rights, prior to the State 

acquiring the land, those are a commodity and he can do what he wants with them. If he hasn’t 

severed the development rights, then if it becomes public land, there is no ability to severe those 

rights under public ownership. 
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Commissioner Storter-Long clarified that the severing of the lands would have to be done before 

the acquisition by the State. Mr. Mulhere said that was correct. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked who nominates the lands for acquisition, is it the governor and 

cabinet? Mr. Beever explained that the nominations are typically done by individual agencies, then 

DEP who gathers all of the information and determines if they are willing sellers, puts together a 

package for consideration by a committee, which is made up of multiple agencies, State and input 

from local governments. They also ask for input from different entities, such as the regional 

planning council on whether or not they support such acquisitions. The parcels are then ranked 

for acquisition. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked if the final approval was done by the governor and cabinet. Mr. Beever 

explained that the final approval would be done by action of the DEP. The DEP was delegated to 

do the acquisitions under the Florida Forever Act. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 AGENDA ITEM #11(b) 

Southwest Florida Regional Chemical Simulated Disaster – Functional Exercise Update 

 

Mr. John Gibbons presented the item.  

 

Mr. Mulhere thanked Mr. Gibbons for his presentation; it made him appreciate more of what is 

being done by staff and the programs that they work on, how it can save lives and the reduction in 

damage to property. 

 

Mr. Perry said that he agreed with Mr. Mulhere’s comments, especially since he lives close to a 

fertilizer plant. 

 

Commissioner Turner explained that Wedgeworth has their own fire crew and emergency 

responders and a number of their employees are certified. Mr. Gibbons explained that 

Wedgeworth has their own fire brigade and they receive training from both counties. They also 

have their own truck to address their own fire scenarios. During the exercise they activated their 

plan and they have the capability to loan support to the county if the county needs it. 

 

Commissioner Turner explained that Wedgeworth did respond to the event in Texas and he felt 

that was a very proactive step taken. He then stated that he has heard from his constituents that 

one of their largest fears is mulch fires at facilities. He said that he felt that those facilities needed to 

be looked at closely. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(a) 

Budget & Finance Committee Report 

 

No report was given. 
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AGENDA ITEM #12(b) 

Economic Development Committee 

 

No report was given. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(c) 

Energy & Climate Committee 

 

Mr. McCormick gave the committee report. He announced that at the Council’s September 18th 

meeting there will be a presentation given on the SolarReadyFlorida project by the consultant, 

Meister Consultants. The object is to streamline solar installations in all of the communities and 

make it more economically viable for the citizens to participate. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(d) 

Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management Committee 

 

No report was given; the information was included in the packet. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(e) 

Executive Committee 

 

No report was given. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(f) 

Legislative Affairs Committee 

 

No report was given.  

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(g) 

Quality of Life & Safety Committee 

 

No report was given. 

. 

AGENDA ITEM #12(h) 

Regional Transportation Committee 

 

No report was given. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #13 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 No new business was discussed at this time. 
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AGENDA ITEM #14 

STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 

 

No state agency reports were given at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #15 

COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

 

No report was given at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #16 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Commissioner Constance stated that the Florida Association of Counties (FAC) has scheduled 

their Policy Committee meeting at the same time as the Council’s September 18th meeting and 

also their Legislative Committee meeting is scheduled at the same time as the Council’s November 

20th meeting, so he didn’t know if the Council wanted to adjust their meeting schedule. 

 

Mr. McCormick reminded the members that September 18th is the second day of a two-day 

workshop in which the SolarReadyFlorida presentation is scheduled to be given to the Council and 

the consultants are coming in from out-of-state. 

 

After a brief discussion, the Council directed staff to conduct a quorum poll for both the 

September 18 and November 20 meetings. 

 

Mr. McCormick stated that the balloon payment on the note for the building will be coming up in 

2016 and that both staff and members should be aware of the rising interest rates. He said with the 

Council's reserve that there may be more flexibility. Ms. Wuerstle explained that there is a penalty 

clause within the current note and staff has been in contact with both Finemark National Bank 

&Trust and Bank of America to see if anything can be done at this time. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked the members, especially for those members who travel long distance 

to attend the Council meeting, if it would make it easier for those members to move the Council 

meeting time to 9:30 a.m. After a brief discussion the Council recommended keeping the start 

time at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Chair Heitmann thanked Mr. Mulhere for running the meeting so efficiently. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #17 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:16 a.m. 
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____________________________________________ 

Mr. Don McCormick, Secretary 

 

 

The meeting was duly advertised in the August 4, 2014  issue of the FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER, Volume 40, Number 150. 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

JUNE 19, 2014 MEETING 

 

The meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on June 19, 2014 at the 

offices of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council – 1
st

 Floor Conference Room at 1926 

Victoria Avenue in Fort Myers, Florida.  Chairwoman Teresa Heitmann called the meeting to 

order at 9:01 AM and then led an invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.  Administrative 

Specialist II, Nichole Gwinnett conducted the roll call. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Charlotte County:  Councilwoman Nancy Prafke, Mr. Don McCormick 

 

Collier County:      Commissioner Georgia Hiller, Councilwoman Teresa Heitmann,  

Mr. Bob Mulhere, Mr. Alan Reynolds  

  

Glades County: Mr. Thomas Perry 

  

Hendry County: Commissioner Don Davis, Mr. Melvin Karau 

 

Lee County:  Commissioner Frank Mann, Councilman Forrest Banks, 

Councilman Jim Burch, Vice Mayor Doug Congress, Ms. Laura Holquist 

 

Sarasota County: Commissioner Charles Hines, Commissioner Carolyn Mason, 

Commissioner Cheryl Cook for Commissioner Rhonda DiFranco, 

Mayor Willie Shaw, Councilman Kit McKeon 

 

Ex-Officio Members:  Ms. Melissa Dickens – SWFWMD 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 

Charlotte County: Commissioner Chris Constance, Commissioner Tricia Duffy,  

Ms. Suzanne Graham  

 

Collier County: Commissioner Tim Nance  

 

Glades County: Commissioner Donna Storter-Long, Councilwoman Pat Lucas, 

Commissioner Russell Echols  

 

Hendry County: Commissioner Karson Turner, Mayor Phillip Roland, Commissioner 

Daniel Akin 

 

Lee County: Commissioner Brian Hamman, Mayor Anita Cereceda 

 

Sarasota County:  Mr. Felipe Colón  
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Ex-Officio Membership: Ms. Carmen Monroy – FDOT, Mr. Jon Iglehart – FDEP,  

Mr. Phil Flood – SFWMD, 

 

Ms. Gwinnett announced that there was a quorum.  

 

AGENDA ITEM #4 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

There were no public comments made at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #5 

AGENDA 

 

Ms. Wuerstle suggested moving up the items which required an action to the beginning of the 

agenda for quorum purposes. 

 

Councilman Burch made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and the motion was 

seconded by Mr. McCormick. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #6 

Minutes of the April 17, 2014 & May 15, 2014 Meetings 

 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Congress to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2014 

and May 15, 2014 meetings. The motion was seconded by Mayor Shaw and carried 

unanimously. 

 

Chair Heitmann thanked Commissioner Mann for being the Pro-Temp Chair for the May 

SWFRPC meeting. She then announced that Agenda Items 9 and 10 will be moved up on the 

agenda for their action. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #9 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Mr. McCormick made a motion to approve the consent agenda; Mayor Shaw seconded the 

motion.   

 

Ms. Wuerstle noted that Ms. Doyle had brought an issue to her attention on the financial 

statements. Compared to last year at this time, the Council was in the negative by $35,000 and this 

year the Council is in the black by $82,000. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10 

REGIONAL IMPACT 

 

Mr. Crawford gave a PowerPoint presentation on the following items. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10(a) 

Sarasota County Comprehensive Plan Amendment (DEO 14-7ER) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Hines to approve staff recommendations. 1. 

Approve staff comments; and 2. Authorize staff to forward comments to the Department 

of Economic Opportunity and Sarasota County. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Mason. 

 

Mr. Reynolds noted that he will be abstaining from voting on both Items #10(a) and 10(b). 

 

The motion carried with Mr. Reynolds abstaining. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #10(b) 

Palmer Ranch Increment XVI DRI – Development Order Review 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Davis to accept the development order as rendered. 

Notify the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity and Sarasota County. The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Hines. 

 

Councilman Burch stated that these two items are good examples of why the RPCs should be 

funded by the State and not have the Governor line item veto their funding. He said that he felt 

that Governor needs to be educated on what the RPCs do. 

 

 The motion carried with Mr. Reynolds abstaining. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #7 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Ms. Wuerstle presented the item. She announced that the August Council meeting had been 

moved from its original date of August 21 to August 14 in order to have the Council take action on 

its FY 2014/15 Workplan and Budget. She explained that it was essential that there be a quorum 

present to approve the budget. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle stated that Commissioner Mann had requested information on the ramifications of 

not adopting the Council’s budget by August 15th. Counsel McCabe researched the issue. 

 

Counsel McCabe explained that the Council was required to adopt its annual budget by August 

15th as stated within the Council’s Interlocal Agreement, as well as Rule 29I-1.007(1). He said that 

it would be a good thing for the Council to follow its interlocal agreement regulations and rules; 

however, if the Council wasn’t able to approve its budget by August 15th, it wouldn’t have any 

effect on the Council’s operations since its fiscal year is from October 1 through September 30. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle announced that Mr. David Crawford of staff will be retiring in February and stated 

that she has hired Mr. Jay McLeod to train with Mr. Crawford in order to have a smooth 

transition. 

 

28 of 225



Minutes by: Nichole Gwinnett Page 4 
 

Ms. Wuerstle also announced that she recently promoted Ms. Jennifer Pellechio to Deputy 

Director. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle then gave an update on FRCA’s MOU. 

 

Commissioner Mann explained that all elected officials are required to take an annual ethics exam 

and stated that any ethics issues within the RPCs are totally duplicative of what all members have to 

do annually in accordance to the law. Ms. Wuerstle stated that she believed it was discussed within 

the initial conversation regarding the code of ethics and that was why all of the “shall” were 

changed to “should”. She said that she would prefer that it remain as a guiding document and not a 

directive on how the RPCs operate. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #8(a) 

Grant Activity Sheet 

 

Ms. Wuerstle presented the item. She announced that the Council did not receive the EDA 

designation for a manufacturing community. 

 

Vice-Mayor Congress asked Ms. Wuerstle if she could give an update on the business plan for the 

regional economic development entity (Alliance). Ms. Wuerstle explained that the business plan 

has been completed and submitted to Lee County, who in turn accepted the document and 

submitted it to DEO. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #11(a) 

SWFWMD Conservation Strategies Presentation 

 

Ms. Melissa Dickens gave a presentation on SWFWMD’s conservation strategies. 

 

Commissioner Cook explained that Taylor Ranch had been recently sold and she had met with 

the attorneys representing the new owners. Their intention is to build over 11,000 residences over 

a few decades. She recently attended a meeting on Sarasota County’s 2050 Plan and her extreme 

concern is if there is going to be enough water to sustain such growth. Ms. Dickens explained that 

the SWFWMD’s regional water supply planning efforts project 20 years into the future and there 

are actually projections that go out further. The District tries to meet some of the increased 

demand not only through groundwater, but also through the development of alternative water 

supplies and then conservation. 

 

Commissioner Mann referred to the rebate program for water-saving toilets and asked how the 

program worked. Ms. Dickens explained that the District partners with local governments within 

the district through their cooperative funding program. If a local government approaches the 

District with a cost effective program that will show a specific savings, and it meets the District’s 

cooperative funding criteria, the District will provide a portion of funding towards the project.  

 

Commissioner Mann asked if the rebate funding for the program comes directly from the District’s 

ad valorum budget. Ms. Dickens stated that she wasn’t aware of the funding source for the 

program. 
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Commissioner Mann asked if any of the other WMD’s throughout the State have a similar 

program because it is a nice incentive. Ms. Dickens said that she didn’t have the answer to that 

question. Commissioner Mann asked how the program is funded. Ms. Dickens explained that the 

District funds a portion of the program and either the local government or utility would fund the 

remaining portion. It is her understanding that the District doesn’t usually give the full rebate on 

the price of a toilet. 

 

Vice-Mayor Congress clarified that the local government has to be approved prior to any individual 

taking advantage of the program. Ms. Dickens said that was correct. 

 

Commissioner Mann asked Ms. Dickens if she had any information on the commercial toilet 

program. Ms. Dickens explained that there are options for commercial. 

 

Councilman Burch noted that Cape Coral has a highly acclaimed reuse system. There is a debate 

in Cape Coral with people not changing the times for watering their lawns. 

 

Councilwoman Prafke explained that on IFAS’s website there is a lot of information regarding 

lawns and water irrigation. 

 

Chair Heitmann asked Ms. Dickens who was the point of contact for the program. Ms. Dickens 

explained that for the southern portion of the District it is Tara Polton, who is the Government 

Affairs Program Manager. The Conservation Project Manager is Jay Hoecker. 

 

Mr. Perry asked Ms. Wuerstle when Ms. Dickens sends the contact information that she also 

contacts Mr. Phil Flood of the SFWMD and obtains the same information and then forwards it to 

all of the members at the same time. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding to the process of the program. 

 

 

 AGENDA ITEM #11(b) 

“Our Creative Economy” Presentation 

 

Both Ms. Jennifer Pellechio and Mr. Tim Walker gave a presentation on the SWFRPC’s project 

called “Our Creative Economy”. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle emphasized that this project was a pilot project. 

 

Ms. Pellechio encouraged everyone to go to the SWFRPC’s website and try out the new mobile 

application. 

 

Chair Heitmann stated that there may be some procedures that the Council would like to follow-

up on when the executive director meets with the cities and counties. She then suggested staff give 

presentations to the individual cities and counties by asking to be placed on their agenda in order 

to broaden the knowledge. She then asked if there is an “app” or working towards having an “app” 

for the region. 
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Ms. Pellechio explained to Chair Heitmann that the portion of the project she was referring to was 

the portion that staff is currently having issues with; however, they are working towards an 

implementation. The issue is that the funding runs out and staff is trying figure out how to take the 

next step in order to have both the public and constituents made aware of the project. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle explained that staff has an idea for a program on how to get the word out by working 

with the various art alliances and agencies. Staff was considering a passport program which would 

encourage people to go out with the passport and get it stamped at the various locations and once 

the passport has been filled there would be a prize given out. 

 

Ms. Pellechio explained to Chair Heitmann that from a technology standpoint “apps” are very 

costly. We use the word “app” because people are accustomed to it. As staff was working with the 

various partners on the project, it was determined that the website, as long it was interactive, was 

better and more cost effective than an “app” itself.  

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(a) 

Budget & Finance Committee Report 

 

Chair Heitmann gave the committee report. She announced that the Council closed last year’s 

budget with $160,000 in reserves and this year the budget will close with approximately $50,000 in 

reserves. The committee will continue to work on the challenges before the Council, such as the 

increases in the retirement costs that the legislature passed. The Council will be putting in 7% 

instead of 3% and the Council’s healthcare insurance will be increasing as expected, so the Council 

will be looking towards reductions in order to have another successful year. 

 

Chair Heitmann thanked Ms. Wuerstle for efforts in keeping the budget balanced. Ms. Wuerstle 

stated that she really needs to give the credit to Nancy Doyle who did a fantastic job in pulling the 

budget together. 

 

Ms. Wuerstle then introduced Sarah Cordell, who has taken over the CPA practice from her 

father, Wally Cordell, who recently passed away. Chair Heitmann welcomed Sarah and also gave 

her condolences on behalf of the Council for the passing of her father. 

 

Chair Heitmann thanked Ms. Doyle for her efforts and welcomed her back. 

 

Mr. McCormick asked Chair Heitmann if it would be appropriate at this time to announce that it 

is official that the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program (CHNEP) will be moving to the City 

of Punta Gorda. He then asked what kind of impact it will have on the Council’s finances. Ms. 

Wuerstle explained that staff has been watching the budget and pulling the financials together for 

the upcoming budget year and the CHNEP has not been included in those documents. We are 

confident that the budget can be balanced and still be stable throughout the coming year. She 

would encourage the CHNEP to meet with her and Ms. Doyle to develop an exit strategy in order 

to make a smooth transition.  

 

Councilwoman Prafke announced that the Punta Gorda City Council made the final approval to 

have the CHNEP located within the city’s offices at their most recent meeting. The city is excited 

to welcome the CHNEP to Punta Gorda. She stated that it wasn’t an anti-RPC issue at all, but 
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strictly a “right fit” for the CHNEP. The city is looking forward to being the CHNEP’s host agency 

and hope to see the CHNEP continue to flourish. She announced that October 1, 2014 is the 

when the CHNEP will be officially operating under the City of Punta Gorda. 

 

Councilman McKeon thanked Chair Heitmann for presenting the committee’s report. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(b) 

Economic Development Committee 

 

Ms. Pellechio gave the committee report. She explained that the committee reviewed and agreed 

to move both the business plan and policies and procedures manual forward. 

 

Chair Heitmann thanked everyone for their efforts and supports. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(c) 

Energy & Climate Committee 

 

Mr. McCormick gave the committee report. He explained that the committee was currently in the 

process of working on the Solar Ready II project where one of the goals was bringing the solar 

initiatives to everyone. Local governments are required to start integrating solar practices into the 

zoning codes. He emphasized the importance for everyone to participate in the survey which is 

located online because there are gaps which need to be filled in order to meet the requirements of 

the grant. 

 

Chair Heitmann asked Mr. McCormick to read off which local governments did not submit their 

report. Mr. McCormick announced the following: 

 

 City of Punta Gorda 

 City of Everglades City 

 City of Marco Island  

 Collier County 

 City of Moore Haven 

 Glades County 

 City of Clewiston 

 Hendry County 

 City of Sanibel  

 Town of Longboat Key 

 City of Sarasota 

 City of Venice 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(d) 

Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management Committee 

 

No report was given; the information was included in the packet. 
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AGENDA ITEM #12(e) 

Executive Committee 

 

No report was given. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(f) 

Legislative Affairs Committee 

 

Vice Mayor Congress gave the committee report. He announced that the governor line-item 

vetoed the RPC funding within the State’s budget, so the RPCs will not be receiving any funding 

from the State. The committee met just prior to today’s Council meeting and part of the discussion 

was to find out why the governor keeps line-item vetoing the RPCs funding. The committee 

decided to draft a letter to the governor from all of the RPCs and actually invite him to attend an 

RPC meeting so he can understand the value the RPCs provide. 

 

Vice-Mayor Congress continued with his report and noted that the committee decided to send a 

letter to the SFWMD, executed by the five mayors in Lee County (City of Fort Myers, Town of 

Fort Myers Beach, City of Sanibel, City of Cape Coral and the City of Bonita Springs) to take a 

look at adaptive protocols that allows the natural systems to receive enough water.  

 

Commissioner Cook indicated that she met with a House member from Bradenton and he 

indicated that the governor was looking to “disassemble” the water management districts and bring 

everything into Tallahassee. She asked if anyone else had heard anything about it. Both Vice-

Mayor Congress and Ms. Dickens stated that they did not hear anything with respect to that issue. 

 

Councilman Burch said that he didn’t know anything about it, but it appeared to be the rumor 

within the first year when they were asked to draw down their reserves, but he thought that it went 

away. 

 

Ms. Dickens explained that the governor’s office has worked very closely with the District in 

streamlining many of the processes. There has been a collaborative effort in trying to get 

consistency throughout the WMDs. She noted that she had heard the rumor in the past but not 

recently. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the algae bill. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #12(g) 

Quality of Life & Safety Committee 

 

Mayor Shaw said that he didn’t have a report to give; however, the committee is scheduled to meet 

immediately following today’s Council meeting.  

 

Chair Heitmann asked Mayor Shaw if he knew who didn’t submit a survey. Mayor Shaw gave a 

brief report of who did submit a survey. 
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Chair Heitmann stated that she was going to recommend that the committee make a big effort in 

finding members within the communities to serve on the committee. It is going to take a regional 

effort to address the regional issues when it comes to crime and safety and how it affects the quality 

of life within those communities. 

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

. 

AGENDA ITEM #12(h) 

Regional Transportation Committee 

 

Ms. Wuerstle gave the committee report. She noted that the committee reviewed the Veterans 

Transportation Strategy and the recently submitted TIGER Planning Grant. 

 

Chair Heitmann announced that you don’t have to be a member of the RPC in order to be a 

member on the one of the Council’s committees. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #13 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 No new business was discussed at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #14 

STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 

 

SWFWMD - Ms. Dickens said that she will send the information on the Cooperative Funding 

schedule to staff so they can distribute to the members. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #15 

COUNCIL ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS 

 

No report was given at this time. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #16 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Councilwoman Prafke noted that she had distributed a copy of the new Punta Gorda brochure. It 

was a volunteer effort and the printing was paid for by a 501(c) 3.  

 

 

AGENDA ITEM #17 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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____________________________________________ 

Mr. Don McCormick, Secretary 

 

 

The meeting was duly advertised in the June 9, 2014  issue of the FLORIDA 

ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER, Volume 40, Number 111. 
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1926 Victoria Avenue | Fort Myers, FL  
33901 

P: 239.338.2550 | F: 239.338.2560 | 
www.swfrpc.org  

 
 

 

 

1. Internal Issues  

 

   a. Budget Update  

 Approximately $114,000 in additional grant revenues have been approved 
since the 2015 budget was adopted. 

 b. Grants:  

 Hendry County Zoning update project approved by DEO for $25,000 

 City of LaBelle Agricultural Tours approved by DEO for $25,000 

 EDA  Advanced Manufacturing Analysis approved for $58, 257 

 Southwest Florida Security Showcase & Expo (Broadband Implementation) 
approved for $5,000    

 Sarasota County Solar Assessment approved for $1,500                      
                        

______________________________________________________________________________ 
1. External Issues 

a. FRCA: Policy Board adopted new policies that addressed many of the concerns raised in 
the SWFRPC MOU. 

b. The Executive Director met with the following to establish partnerships and discuss 
issues of mutual concern: Commissioner Charles Hines, Commissioner Mason, 
Zombicon orgainzers, Brad Muckel Immokalee CRA, Vice Mayor Congress, FRCA Policy 
Board meeting. 

 

2. Goals and Priorities for Second Quarter 2013 ( January - April) 

 
a. Implementation of Workplan:  

 Grants Submitted:  National Endowment for the Humanities $75,000; 

Immokalee Economic Development Plan $25,000;  

 Grants Under Development: NEA Arts and Culture project $200,000; Brownfield 

Identification and Assessment grant $600,000, I-75 Medical Manufacturing 

Corridor designation; Bank of America Arts and Culture grant for Sarasota 

$45,000. 

Mission Statement: 
To work together across neighboring communities to consistently protect and improve the unique and relatively 
unspoiled character of the physical, economic and social worlds we share…for the benefit of our future generations. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT: September 18, 2014 
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www.swfrpc.org 

 

 Pending Grants: approximately $2,300,000 in various grants 

 A Resiliency Plan for the State of Florida is being pursued with DEO through a 

HUD grant. 

 Improved Financial Reporting: New software for time keeping and project 

management has been rolled and is being refined 

 Grants team hired under 6 month contract. 

 Front Desk Receptionist hired. 

 Southwest Florida Security Showcase & Expo (Broadband Implementation) is 

under development with technology partners throughout the region. 

 The Invest in Manufacturing Communities Partnership Summit will be held in 

Washington DC on October 30 & 31st. We will be attending to meet with fellow 

applicants and exchange best practices in order to prepare for the second round 

of the program. 

 Jennifer Pellechio was a panelist at the State APA Conference on our Broadband 

Plan. 

 6 presentations were made regarding the programs of the SWFRPC through our 

Speakers Bureau 

 A new logo and tag line have been created for the SWFRPC. 
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1 SWFRPC PO Yes County - 

Sarasota

Jay McLeod Sarasota County Solar 

Assessment

8/20/2014 8/20/2014 8/25/2014 8/22/14 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 9/2/2014 9/30/2014 Solar Assessment Report $0.00

2 SWFRPC Contract Yes N/A Jim Beever Estero Bay ABM $12,000.00 $10,000.00 10/1/2013 9/30/2014 City of Bonita Springs approved to 

provide $4,000 to the SWFRPC for 

the ABM (FY2013/14) of which 

$1,000 would go to the ABM 

general fund and $3,000 toward 

funding the ABM State of the Bay 

report. Also, the SWFRPC would 

contribute $2,000 of the local 

assessment. FGCU contributed 

$2,500 for FY13.

$2,000.00

3 SWFRPC Grant Yes EPA Jim Beever WQFAM $160,000.00 $160,000.00 10/1/2011 9/30/2015 Extention 2014-2015

4 SWFRPC Contract Yes County - John SQG Glades $3,900.00 $3,900.00 5/17/2011 5/16/2015

5 SWFRPC Contract Yes DOE 

(Departme

nt of 

Energy)

Rebekah 

Harp

Solar Ready II 1/24/2013 1/24/2013 3/22/2013 7/18/2013 $140,000.00 $90,000.00 7/1/2013 1/1/2016 Recruit local governments to 

review and adopt  BMPs. Host 

stakeholder meetings and/or 

training programs, providing 

technical assistance to local 

governments as needed, and 

tracking any policy adoptions and 

local government feedback.

$50,000.00

6 SWFRPC Grant Yes EPA Jim Beever A Unified Conservation 

Easement Mapping and 

Database for the State of 

Florida

4/15/2013 4/8/2013 6/3/2013 $294,496.00 $148,996.00 10/1/2013 9/30/2015 GIS database with Conservation 

Easements

$145,500.00

7 SWFRPC Grant Yes EDA Jennifer 

Pellechio

EDA Planning Grant 1/22/2013 12/18/2013 4/18/2014 4/21/14 $270,000.00 $189,000.00 1/1/2014 12/31/2016 CEDS Plan, Annual Reports, CEDS 

Working Committee

$81,000.00

8 SWFRPC Grant Yes EDA Jennifer 

Pellechio

Advanced Manufacturing in 

West Central Florida

Advanced Manufacturing in 

West Central Florida An 

Ecosystem Analysis Supporting 

Regional Development

12/26/2013 9/3/2014 $116,514.00 $58,257.00 Regional website, branding 

strategy, brochures, anaylsis

$40,000.00

9 SWFRPC Grant Yes Visit Florida Margaret 

Wuerstle

Our Creative Economy: Video - 

Southwest Florida Regional 

Strategy for Public Art

2/18/2014 2/18/2014 5/14/2014 7/17/14 $10,000.00 $5,000.00 7/1/2014 5/31/2015 $5,000.00

10 SWFRPC Grant Yes EPA/CHNEP Jim Beever Identifying Future Saltwater 

Wetland Loss

4/4/2014 4/4/2014 $243,324.00 $60,000.00 Report, transect information, 

presentations, articles

$63,800.00

SWFRPC's GRANT SUMMARY AS OF 9-8-14
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11 SWFRPC Grant Yes DEO Jennifer 

Pellechio

The Zoning Mapping Project - 

Hendry County

6/6/2014 5/6/2014 8/29/2014 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 This project will update the 

framework for zoning in Hendry 

County.   The concept is to enhance 

the existing database and update 

all parcels with 2015 data, 

incorporating over 35K parcels 

depicting specific development as it 

relates to zoning classification in 

Hendry County.

The County is regulated by the 

Zoning Ordinance, which controls 

the overall scale and use of 

buildings throughout the county. 

Hendry’s zoning is a reflection of 

ongoing planning work, which 

helps to guide future growth in the 

county.  

The result will be a tangible 

geodatabase that Hendry County 

can utilize to create economies of 

scale in order provide seamless 

customer service.  Immediately, 

they will share the data sets 

amongst the county departments 

and other agencies to the goal to 

host all maps electronically in the 

future.

$0.00

12 SWFRPC Grant Yes DEO Nichole 

Gwinnett

Agriculture Tours to Promote 

Assets and Economic 

Development in the City of 

LaBelle

6/6/2014 5/7/2014 8/26/2014 $25,000.00 $4,000.00 City of LaBelle Agriculture Tour 

Plan

13 SWFRPC Grant Yes CTD Nichole 

Gwinnett

Glades-Hendry TD Planning 

Agreement FY2014-15

5/16/2014 $38,573.00 $38,573.00 7/1/2014 6/30/2015 Update of TDSP, CTC Evaluation, 

Staff Support, LCB Quarterly 

Meetings, Committee Meetings, 

Update By-Laws and Grievance 

Procedures.

$0.00

14 SWFRPC Contract Yes DEM John 

Gibbons

Title III (LEPC) 7/1/2014 7/1/2014 $42,000.00 $42,000.00 7/1/2014 6/30/2015 LEPC Program Coordination; 

attendance during four (4) local 

quarterly meetings;  attendance 

during four (4) state quarterly 

meetings; quarterly reports; 

quarterly news articles/updates; 

annual LEPC plan update; industry 

compliance support; housing of 

chemical data, meeting minutes; 

exercise coordination; publishing of 

public availability notice; etc .

$0.00
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15 SWFRPC Contract Yes DEM John 

Gibbons

HMEP Planning Grant 

(Hazardous Materials 

Emergency Preparedness)

7/1/2014 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 7/1/2014 9/30/2014 Major Planning Project; travel 

coordination for LEPC Chairman; 

LEPC program coordination and 

quarterly reports.

16 SWFRPC PO Yes RPC - 

NEFRC

Tim Walker Small Area Data for the 2014 

Statewide Hurricane 

Evacuation Study

$11,000.00 $11,000.00 7/1/2014 12/12/2014 Data

17 SWFRPC Grant Yes City of 

Bonita 

Springs

Jim Beever Spring Creek Restoration Plan 8/27/2014 8/26/14 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 9/1/2014 9/30/2015 The Spring Creek Vulnerability 

Assessment and The Spring Creek 

Restoration Plan

$0.00

18 RC&DC Grant To Be 

Submitt

ed

CSX Nichole 

Gwinnett

The Roots Heritage Urban 

Food Hub - Mobile Market

10/1/2014 $10,000.00 The purchase and launch of the 

RHUFH Mobile Market.

19 RC&DC Grant To Be 

Submitt

ed

Atilus, LLC Rebekah 

Harp

RC&DC Website $20,000.00 $20,000.00 New website, 2-year hosting, 

Adwords setup, and BoardMa tool 

(50 licenses).

20 SWFRPC Grant To Be 

Submitt

ed

National 

Endowmen

t for the 

Arts

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Our Creative Economy - A 

Regional Strategy for 

Southwest Florida’s Public Art 

and Cultural Venues

1/13/2015 $400,000.00 $200,000.00 • Asset Mapping • A Regional 

Strategy for Enhancing Public Art: A 

SWOT • Southwest Florida’s Public 

Art and Cultural Venues Field and 

Tour Guide

$113,472.00

21 SWFRPC Grant To Be 

Submitt

ed

EPA Jennifer 

Pellechio

FY15 Brownfields Assessment 

Grant

1/22/2015 1/22/2015 $600,000.00 $600,000.00 $0.00

22 RC&DC Grant To Be 

Submitt

ed

Bank of 

America

Margaret 

Wuerstle

OUR CREATIVE ECONOMY - A 

Regional Strategy for SW 

Florida Public Art and Cultural 

Venues

9/15/2014 $45,000.00 $45,000.00 $0.00

23 SWFRPC Grant Pending National 

Endowmen

t for the 

Humanities

Jay McLeod ZombiCon: Dying for the Arts 8/13/2014 8/13/2014 $75,000.00 $75,000.00 Film Script/Storyline developed, in 

collaboration with humanities 

scholars.

$0.00

24 SWFRPC Grant Pending DEO Jennifer 

Pellechio

Economic Development Plan 

for Immokalee

9/5/2014 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 TBD $0.00

25 SWFRPC Pending FDEP Jim Beever Resilient and Consistent 

Coastal Elements for Florida's 

Gulf Coast (RESTORE)

1/7/2013 1/7/2013 $500,000.00 $500,000.00

26 SWFRPC Pending FDEP Jim Beever Environmental Services 

Provided by the Gulf of Mexico

1/7/2013 1/7/2013 $500,000.00 $500,000.00

27 SWFRPC Grant Pending FDEP Margaret 

Wuerstle

Implement agriculture BMP in 

the Caloosahatchee Watershed

4/12/2013 $3,000,000.00 $3,000,000.00 Grants to growers to implement 

BMP. Anticipated to assist 20 

growers /year for six years or 120 

growers
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28 RC&DC Grant Pending PNC 

Foundation

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Our Creative Economy: A 

Regional Strategy for 

Enhancing Public Arts and 

Cultural Venues

3/14/2014 $20,000.00 $10,000.00 A field guide to the public art of 

Charlotte County.

$10,000.00

29 RC&DC Grant Pending USDA Margaret 

Wuerstle

Mobile Market: A Nutritional 

Oasis for Food Markets of 

SWFL

3/31/2014 3/31/2014 $599,549.00 $298,605.00 10/1/2014 9/30/2017 Education Plan

30 SWFRPC Grant Pending USDA Nichole 

Gwinnett

Opportunity Buy Program 

Coodinator

4/30/2014 4/30/2014 $195,979.00 $99,848.00 A part-time employee will be 

assigned to develop and coordinate 

this program over a two year 

period. After the program is 

implemented and stable, it will be 

turned over to the school districts 

for their continued usage.

$42,510.00

31 RC&DC Grant Pending USDA Rebekah 

Harp

The Smart Process Food Hub 4/30/2014 4/30/2014 $139,457.00 $98,729.00 Host regional stakeholder meeting; 

hire and train two food service 

processors; secure warehouse 

rental space; distributing food from 

HUB to school districts; and 

completion of project - self 

sustaining.

$25,728.00

32 SWFRPC Grant Pending USDOT Margaret 

Wuerstle

Public/Private Regional 

Transportation Connectivity 

Plan

4/28/2014 4/25/2014 $1,378,476.00 $1,148,476.00 Public/Private Regional 

Transportation Connectivity Plan

$70,000.00

33 SWFRPC Grant Pending DEO Margaret 

Wuerstle

OUR CREATIVE ECONOMY -- 

Asset Mapping

6/6/2014 5/9/2014 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 A field guide to the Public Art in 

both electronic and print media.

$0.00

34 SWFRPC Grant Pending DEO Jennifer 

Pellechio

SWFL - Comprehensive 

Economic Development 

Strategy (CEDS) Incorporates 

Economic Resiliency

6/6/2014 6/5/2014 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 5/31/2015 This project will create an in-depth 

study analysis based on the federal 

change requirements to the 

document incorporating economic 

vulnerabilities as it related to jobs 

and employers. The outcome of the 

integrated technical assistance 

would be a general framework for 

considering economic resilience in 

the CEDS for Southwest Florida.

The project would build upon the 

national model by creating 

“Resiliency Specific Action Plans” to 

address the top economic 

vulnerabilities and strengthen 

economic resilience. These would 

include specific economic 

diversification strategies and 

projects.

$0.00
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35 RC&DC Grant Pending USDA Nichole 

Gwinnett

Fort Myers Food Desert 

Farmer's Market

6/20/2014 6/19/2014 $97,792.00 $97,792.00 1.	Establish a year-round daily 

farm stand and weekend Farmer’s 

Market offering affordable, fresh, 

local produce.

2.	Support farmers, food 

producers and value added 

vendors with training and 

workshops and provide 

opportunities for independent 

entrepreneurs.

3.	Expand the access of the 

residents of the surrounding food 

desert to locally grown and 

produced food and encourage 

consumption of nutritious, fresh 

foods.

$0.00

36 SWFRPC Grant No Wells Fargo Rebekah 

Harp

Mote Marine Programming 8/31/2012 8/31/2012 8/31/2012 $21,058.00 Master Plan and Design documents 

allog with market analysis and 

feasibility study

37 SWFRPC No WalMart Rebekah 

Harp

Mote Marine - Teens 

influencing community 

through technology

8/10/2012 8/10/2012 8/10/2012 $9,500.00 12/3/2012

38 SWFRPC No WalMart Jennifer 

Pellechio

Integrated Training Center-- 

Partnered with United Way

8/10/2012 8/9/2012 8/10/2012 $275,000.00 $55,000.00

39 SWFRPC Grant No NOAA Jim Beever Curriculum development to 

educated decision makers and 

planners on preparing and 

responding to the impacts of 

changing climate conditions

8/29/2012 8/29/2012 11/6/2012 $203,000.00 12/3/2012 curriculum development, train thet 

rainer workshops, electronic 

workbook, videos recorded

40 SWFRPC Grant No Robert 

Wood 

Johnson

Margaret 

Wuerstle

PASS = Plan for Achieving 

Student Success

10/14/2012 10/14/2012 12/1/2012 $70,000.00 12/3/2012 Documentation of the number 

middle school students serviced, 

track their academic performance 

and their attendance as a result of 

intervention at an younger age 

based on truancy

41 SWFRPC Grant No Southwest 

Florida 

Community 

Foundation

Jennifer 

Pellechio

Capacity Building - 

Communication Guide

10/15/2012 10/15/2012 12/1/2012 $800.00 12/3/2012 Development of a marketing and 

communication plan for the RPC

42 SWFRPC Grant No FEMA Jennifer 

Pellechio

Promoting Community 

Resilience through interactive 

mapping & toolkits for HOA

10/26/2012 10/26/2012 5/7/2013 $35,000.00 $35,000.00 Interactive mapping  and toolkit for 

City of Ft. Myers

$17,100.00

43 SWFRPC Grant No US Fish & 

Wildlife

Jim Beever Master's Landing Phase 1 10/25/2012 10/25/2012 12/1/2012 $2,042,517.50 $75,000.00 Management Plan/ enhancement 

of wetlands and assoc. upland 

habitats for migratory birds on 

lands owned by the Calusa Land 

trust

$1,967,517.00
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44 SWFRPC Grant No NOAA Jennifer 

Pellechio

Creating a Better Climate for 

Businesses through Climate 

Change Adaptation Planning 

Education in Southwest Florida

11/19/201

2

11/19/2012 1/11/2013 6/5/2013 $81,086.00 12/3/2012

45 SWFRPC Grant No Gannet 

Foundation

Nichole 

Gwinnett

Mapping of Food Deserts & 

Farmers Markets

2/10/2013 2/10/2013 5/20/2013 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 Develop spatial analyses graphics 

of food deserts, produce 

production areas, existing Farmers 

Markets and the potential location 

for new Farmers Markets.

$0.00

46 SWFRPC Grant No Kresge 

Foundation

Jim Beever Climate Change Education 3/22/2013 6/3/2013 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 The Southwest Florida Regional 

Planning Council proposes to 

develop a Florida Business Climate 

Change Education Program and 

Curriculum (FBCCEPC) for business 

leaders, decision-makers and 

entrepreneurs in southwest 

Florida. A Business Solutions for 

Climate Change Adaptation web 

page.

$0.00

47 SWFRPC Contract No National 

Science 

Foundation

Jim Beever Adaptation of Coastal 

Environments (ACE) Coastal 

SEES- UF

1/14/2013 8/1/2013 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 10/1/2013

48 SWFRPC No Mosaic Margaret 

Wuerstle

Mobile Service Vehicle 9/30/2012 12/31/2012 $300,000.00 $35,000.00 NonTraditional outreach to 

homeless camps and doumentation 

of needs, number of clients& 

services required

49 SWFRPC Grant No USDA Rebekah 

Harp

Farm to School - HUB 4/24/2013 4/24/2013 11/20/2013 $140,725.00 $13,360.00 1/1/2014 9/30/2015 •	Host regional stakeholder 

meeting.

•	Hire and Train two food service 

processors.

•	Secure warehouse rental space

•	Distributing food from hub to 

school districts

•	Completion of project – self 

sustaining

$40,728.00

50 SWFRPC Grant No USDA Nichole 

Gwinnett

Opportunity Buy Program 

Coordinator

4/23/2013 4/23/2013 11/20/2013 $99,667.00 $15,000.00 11/1/2013 10/31/2015 A part time employee will be 

assigned to develop and coordinate 

this program over a two year 

period. After the program is 

implemented and stable, it will be 

turned over to the school districts 

for their continued usage.

$53,621.00
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51 SWFRPC Grant No EPA John 

Gibbons

Southwest Florida Job Training 

Project

4/9/2013 4/9/2013 6/13/2013 $200,000.00 $200,000.00 Grant is to be administered over a 

two year period. The following 

courses are to be conducted. Two 

(2) OSHA 40-hours HAZWOPER 

courses; Three (3) First Aid/CPR 

courses; Two (2) OSHA Basic Safety 

courses;  Two (2) EPA Renovate, 

Repair, and Paint courses; One (1) 

Solid Waste Management 

Awareness course; Two (2) Lead 

Abatement Certification courses; 

Two (2) Mold Abatement courses; 

One (1) Asbestos Abatement 

course; One (1) Green Environment 

course

$0.00

52 SWFRPC Grant No FDACS - 

Florida 

Departmen

t of 

Agriculture 

and 

Consumer 

Services

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Mobile Market: Creating a 

Nutritional Oasis in the Food 

Deserts of SWFL

4/10/2013 4/10/2013 7/11/2013 $335,954.00 $25,000.00

53 RC&DC Grant No Cape Coral 

Community 

Foundation

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Guide & Regional Asset 

mapping of Public Arts

7/10/2013 7/9/2013 10/1/2013 $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $0.00

54 SWFRPC Grant No Gulf Coast 

Community 

Foundation

Nichole 

Gwinnett

Guide & Regional Asset 

mapping of Public Arts

8/19/2013 8/14/2013 8/30/2013 8/15/2013 $80,000.00 $75,000.00 Track hits to the website; collect 

arts-industry related economic and 

labor data demonstrating the arts 

economic impact similar to the 

database used by New England 

Foundation for the Arts to inform 

public policy decision making; and 

track the number of jurisdictions 

adopting the recommendations in 

their comprehensive plans.

$5,000.00

55 SWFRPC Grant No EPA Jennifer 

Pellechio

Rt 41 Corridor, Rt 29 Moore 

Haven and Rt 80 Labelle

11/20/2012 5/9/2013 $600,000.00 $100,000.00 Sites identified and evaluated along 

Rt. 41 and Rt 27 and scattered 

sites.

56 SWFRPC Grant No DEO Jennifer 

Pellechio

Our Creative Economy - A 

Regional Strategy for SW 

Florida's Public Art & Cultural 

Venues

06/01/201

3

7/12/2013 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 1. Asset Mapping; 2. A Multi-

Juisdictional Strategy for Enhancing 

Public Art; and 3. A Southwest 

Florida's Public Art and Cultural 

Venues Field and Tour Guide

$0.00

57 SWFRPC Grant No EDA Jennifer 

Pellechio

Develop a Regional Strategy 

for Manufacturing

6/13/2013 6/13/2013 7/22/2013 $200,000.00 $80,000.00 Assessment/Inventory, Mapping, 

Website & Strategy Plan

$200,000.00
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58 SWFRPC Grant No DEO Margaret 

Wuerstle

Regional Strategy for 

Agricultural Sustainability in 

Hendry & Glades Counties

5/10/2013 7/12/2013 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 The final result will be an 

Agricultural Vision that the local 

governments can use as a 

reference or incorporate when 

considering changes to their 

comprehensive plans and land 

development codes. This project 

will create a Regional Strategy for 

Agricultural Sustainability that will 

include: 1. Creation of a working 

committee consisting of 

stakeholders from the six county 

regiona including the water 

management districts, IFAS, the 

Farm Bureau, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, local 

government representatives and 

agriculturists. 2. Identification of 

issues including development 

pressures, farming constraints, 

diversification, adaptation to 

climate changes, trade and export 

opportunities, shifts in markets, 

transportation infrastructure, 

commodity pipes and financing. 3. 

A Strengths, Weakness, 

Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) 

analysis. 4. Mapping of existing 

agricultural lands. 5. Mapping of 

conservation easements and 

constraints. 6. Research best land 

use practices for agricultural 

sustainability. 7. Development of 

recommendations for enhancing 
59 SWFRPC Grant No Florida 

Humanities 

Council

Jennifer 

Pellechio

Our Creative Economy: A 

Regional Strategy for 

Enhancing Public Arts and 

Cultural Venues

8/19/2013 8/16/2013 9/3/2013 $15,000.00 $15,000.00 The Southwest Florida Regional 

Planning Council, in partnership 

with the Hendry County Tourism 

Development Council, and the 

Native American Tribes of Florida , 

proposes to identify, map and 

document existing public art and 

public art venues in Hendry 

County. A Field Guide to the Public 

Art of Hendry County will assist 

residents, visitors and tourists to 

find public art geographically and in 

temporal space (for regularly 

scheduled events) in electronic and 

print media.  The deliverables from 

this project will be incorporated 

into the overall regional strategy.
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60 SWFRPC Grant No USDA Sean 

McCabe

Sustainable Southwest Florida 

Farmlands Initiative

6/24/2013 6/21/2013 8/13/2013 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $0.00

61 RC&DC Grant No Lowe's 

Charitable 

and 

Educational 

Foundation 

(LCEF)

Tim Walker Low-Impact Sustainable 

Parking Demonstration Project

7/31/2013 7/30/2013 9/16/2013 $35,000.00 $25,000.00 Pictures, data collection and 

reporting, publicity (Hold opening 

ceremony attended by elected 

officials from at least 15 local 

governments and at least 5 state 

agency representatives; list site 

with Florida Native Plant Society; 

publish article in “Harbor 

Happenings”)

$10,000.00

62 RC&DC Grant No WalMart Sean 

McCabe

Sustainable Southwest Florida 

Farmlands Initiative

8/9/2013 8/9/2013 11/26/2013 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 Working committee; ID issues, 

SWOT, research, 

recommendations, sustainability & 

climate change analysis, map 

agricultural lands & conservation 

easements, final report

$0.00

63 SWFRPC Grant No FEMA John 

Gibbons

Strengthening Resilience 

Across Whole Communities of 

Practice: A Regionally-based 

Virtual Training Approach

8/16/2013 8/16/2013 $64,000.00 $64,000.00 National LEPC Training and Exercise 

Program

$0.00

64 RC&DC Grant No Wells Fargo Margaret 

Wuerstle

Mobile Market: Creating a 

Nutritional Oasis in the Food 

Deserts of Lee County

8/31/2013 8/29/2013 9/4/2013 $132,434.00 $13,784.00 Coordination w/Roots Heritage 

Urban Food Hub in the deployment 

of “Mobile Market”

$0.00

65 RC&DC Grant No Chichester 

duPont 

Foundation

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Sustainable Southwest Florida 

Farmlands Initiative

9/1/2013 8/30/2013 12/12/2013 $85,000.00 $85,000.00 Create a working committee, 

meetings, SWOT analysis, develop 

recommendations for enhancing 

and preserving agricultural lands, 

sustainability and climate change 

analysis, map conservation 

easements and final report.

66 RC&DC Grant No Patagonia 

Foundation

Jim Beever Walking the Watersheds: 

Identifying Nutrient and Other 

Pollution Sources in the Estero 

Bay Watershed

8/31/2013 8/30/2013 12/30/2013 $17,237.00 $9,237.24 Identification of the sources of 

nutrient and other pollution and in 

the impaired watersheds

Involvement citizens in stewardship 

of those watersheds and increase 

local involvement in water quality 

protection

Assistance to the water quality 

agencies to direct restoration and 

remediation efforts to the sources 

of water quality impairment.

$7,999.76

67 SWFRPC Grant No Elizabeth 

Dole 

Foundation

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Homeless Veterans Camp 10/15/2013 9/9/2013 1/1/2014 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 Maps of camp locations and 

documentation of number of 

homeless veterans

$0.00
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SWFRPC's GRANT SUMMARY AS OF 9-8-14

68 SWFRPC Grant No NOAA Jim Beever The effects of sea level rise on 

Total Ecosystem Services Value 

(TEV) in Southwest Florida

9/10/13 9/10/13 11/14/2013 11/13/2013 5/8/2014 $208,245.74 $200,245.74 TEV valuation of southwest Florida 

in existing and future climate 

change scenarios

69 SWFRPC Grant No The KEEN 

Effect

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Hendry County Big "O" Birding 

Extravaganza

12/6/2013 12/6/2013 1/14/2014 $20,000.00 $10,000.00 $4,000.00

70 SWFRPC Grant No EPA Jennifer 

Pellechio

FY14 Brownfields Assessment 

Grant

1/22/2014 1/22/2014 5/28/2014 $600,000.00 $600,000.00 $0.00

71 SWFRPC Grant No National 

Endowmen

t for the 

Arts

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Our Creative Economy - A 

Regional Strategy for 

Southwest Florida’s Public Art 

and Cultural Venues

1/13/2014 1/13/2014 $400,000.00 $200,000.00 •	Asset Mapping

•	A Regional Strategy for Enhancing 

Public Art: A SWOT

•	Southwest Florida’s Public Art and 

Cultural Venues Field and Tour 

Guide

$113,472.00

72 SWFRPC Grant No EPA John 

Gibbons

Environmental Job Training for 

dislocated workers and 

veterans with employable job 

skills

2/13/2014 2/13/2014 5/12/2014 $200,000.00 •	Cooperative Agreement 

Application required

•	Finalized Budget and Work Plan

•	Progress Reports

•	Data Registration electronically

•	Final Report require

73 RC&DC Grant No Presbyteria

n 

Committee

Margaret 

Wuerstle

A Nutritional Oasis for 

Marginalized Individuals

Open 2/11/14 8/15/2014 $15,000.00 $15,000.00

74 SWFRPC Grant No EDA Jennifer 

Pellechio

SWFRPC, TBRPC, SFRPC 

Medical Corridor Initiative

4/14/2014 6/1/2014 $0.00 $0.00 Designation $0.00

75 RC&DC Grant No Seeds of 

Change

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Fort Myers Nutritional Oasis in 

the Food Deserts

3/31/14 3/18/14 4/23/2014 Training of fifteen individuals to 

grow produce in the existing 

community garden.

76 SWFRPC Grant No DOE 

(Departme

nt of 

Energy)

Jennifer 

Pellechio

Solar Market Pathways 5/21/2014 5/20/2014 6/18/2014 $20,000.00

77 SWFRPC Contract No Alliance Rebekah 

Harp

Consulting Services for 

Website Development and 

Maintenance

6/11/2014 6/11/2014 $90,000.00 $90,000.00 To maintain the stability of your 

site, the Alliance would receive 

dedicated technical support during 

development, testing, and launch; 

ongoing assistance with site 

maintenance; and solution 

monitoring and customer support.

$0.00

78 SWFRPC Grant No Florida 

Humanities 

Council

Jennifer 

Pellechio

Develop and refine the Art 

Field Guide and online Map 

Viewer for Lee County

7/1/14 7/1/14 8/6/2014 7/2/2014 $15,000.00
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CONSENT AGENDA SUMMARY 
 

 

Agenda Item #9(a) – Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 

 

There were two clearinghouse items reviewed during the month of August. There are currently 

five projects under review. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 Approve the administrative action on the Clearinghouse Review items. 

 

Agenda Item #9(b) – Financial Statement for August 31, 2014 

 

Staff provided the balance sheet, income statement and statement of cash flow for the month of 

August. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 Approve the financial statements for the month of August. 

 

 

Agenda Item #9(c) – SWFRPC Fixed Assets Removal 

 

Staff provided the list of surplus equipment for disposal. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 Obtain approval from the Council to dispose of the surplus items in accordance to the 

Council’s Disposal Policy. 

 

 

Agenda Item #9(d) – Member Appointments and Certification for the Glades and Hendry 

County Joint Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 

 

Council staff is pursuing nominees to fill existing vacancies on the Local Coordinating Board 

(LCB). Staff has received assurances from the respective county commissioners representing the 

Local Coordinating Board that the appointment process is satisfactory. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 Appoint the following individuals to the LCB: 

 

1. Vanessa Fischel as the representative for children at risk. 

2. Theresa Davis as the representative for the Florida Department of Elder Affairs. 
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 Authorize the Chairperson to endorse the LCB certification from for the Glades-Hendry 

LCB. 

 

 

Agenda Item #9(e) – IC&R – Public Transportation Coordination Joint Participation 

Agreement (ICAR) between the Collier MPO and the SWFRPC 

 

In 2006, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (Council) was a party to the above 

captioned Joint Participation Agreement (JPA). The JPA was effective August 6, 2006, upon 

execution by all parties, with duration of five (5) years and automatic renewal for a five (5) year 

term and every five years thereafter. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 The Council agrees to reaffirm the JPA. 

 

Agenda Item #9(f) – Southwest Florida Public Sector Hazardous Materials Training 

 

The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC) and the Southwest Florida Local 

Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) for Hazardous Materials continues to provide 

outstanding hazardous materials training and assistance to emergency responders and 

government officials of the region. As in previous years, the Southwest Florida LEPC/SWFRPC 

is providing free training to government employees of the region. Continuing education and 

training are essential part of our mission to provide comprehensive emergency preparedness 

systems throughout Southwest Florida. Training opportunities can take many forms from 

required certification initiatives to informal “in-house” sessions to major full-scale exercises. 

Additionally, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council will be joining Collier County in 

conducting an 8-hour HAZWOPER Course. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

 Information Item Only. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve consent agenda as presented. 

 

9/2014 
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Project Review and Coordination Regional Clearinghouse Review 
 

 

The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and non-

governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning August 1, 2014 and 

ending August 31, 2014. 

 

The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council reviews various proposals, Notifications of 

Intent, Preapplications, permit applications, and Environmental Impact Statements for compliance with 

regional goals, objectives, and policies of the Regional Comprehensive Policy Plan.  The staff reviews such 

items in accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and Review Process (Chapter 29I-5, 

F.A.C.) and adopted regional clearinghouse procedures. 

 

Council staff reviews projects under the following four designations: 

 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Consistent - no further review of the project can be expected 

from Council. 

 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Council does not find the project to be of regional 

importance, but notes certain concerns as part of its continued monitoring for cumulative impacts 

within the noted goal areas. 

 

Regionally Significant and Consistent - Project is of regional importance and appears to be consistent 

with Regional goals, objectives and policies. 

 

Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Project is of regional importance and appears not to be 

consistent with Regional goals, objectives, and policies.  Council will oppose the project as submitted, 

but is willing to participate in any efforts to modify the project to mitigate the concerns. 

  

The report includes the SWFRPC number, the applicant name, project description, location, funding or 

permitting agency, and the amount of federal funding, when applicable.  It also includes the comments 

provided by staff to the applicant and to the FDEP-State Clearinghouse in Tallahassee. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review items. 

 

 9/2014 
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ICR Council - 2014
SWFRPC # Name1 Name2 Location Project Description Funding Agent Funding Amount Council Comments

2014-24 Ms. Lauren 
Milligan

FDEP - Florida 
State 
Clearinghouse

Sarasota County Department of the Army, 
Jacksonville District Corps of 
Engineers – Scoping Notice – Lido 
Key Hurricane and Storm Damage 
Reduction Project, Big Sarasota 
Pass Ebb Shoal Sand Source – 
Sarasota, Sarasota County, Florida.
SAI # FL201406246927  (Reference 
Prior SAI # FL200407167941C)

Comments Submitted

2014-25 Ms. Chiu Cheng FDEP - 
Beaches, Inlets 
and Ports

FDEP - New Pass Maintenance 
Dredging and Disposal of Material 
on Lido Key and Longboat Key

Comments Submitted

Monday, September 08, 2014 Page 1 of 1
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Review in Progress

SWFRPC # First Name Last Name Location Project Description Funding 

Agent

Funding 

Amount

Council 

Comments

2014-05 Charlotte County EPA - State Revoling Funds - 
Charlotte County Utilities - The East 
and West Spring Lake Wastewater 
Pilot Program."

Review in Progress

2014-17 Lee County FDEP JCP Application (#0200269-
009-JC) for the Captiva and Sanibel 
Islands Renourishment Project in 
Lee County.

Review in Progress

2014-18 Sarasota County FDEP JCP Application #0240984-
001-JC - South Siesta Key Beach 
Restoration Project - Phase 2 in 
Sarasota County.

Review in Progress

2014-20 Lee County FDEP  - Collier 26-4 Well in Lee 
County. Permit #1360

Review in Progress

2014-26 Sarasota County EDA - Investments for Public Works 
and Economic Development 
Facilities - City of Sarasota 
Downtown Infrastructure 
Stabilization Project, Coconut 
Avenue Water Line Replacement, 
Traffic and Streetscaping 
Improvements and Pedestrian 
Bridge Walkway - Sarasota, 
Sarasota County, Florida.

Review in Progress

Monday, September 08, 2014 Page 1 of 1
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SWFRPC FIXED ASSETS REMOVAL 

 
 
The attached list has been approved by both the Network Administrator and Executive Director for disposal of 
surplus equipment.  Staff is seeking approval of the Council to dispose of these items and follow the 
procedures listed in our Computer Disposal Policy.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION ACTION: Review the attached list of surplus items to be disposed of and 

obtain final approval by Council in order to follow procedures in 
Computer Disposal Policy.     

 
 
 

          09/2014 
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

COMPUTER DISPOSAL POLICY 
 
 

Effective Date: December 14, 2007 
 
 
Policy Statement: 
All Council-owned electronic equipment, including but not limited to, computers, monitors, faxes, copy 
machines, cell phones, and personal digital appliances (PDAs) with a printed circuit board that the Network 
Administrator has deemed to be surplus or non-usable shall be disposed of in a manner that is consistent with 
Federal, state and local statutes and regulations, with recycling being the preferred method.  All equipment 
identified as surplus shall be recycled by the Council’s selected and approved vendor list.  In addition, all 
surplus computers or servers that contain hard drives shall be wiped clean or shall be destroyed by magnetic 
degaussing. 
 
If equipment is recycle/disposed through the Lee County Government Solid Waste Division there is a fee 
which is subject to change. 
 
Responsibility: 
The administration of the recycling program shall be under the Network Administrator and the Executive 
Director. The Network Administrator identifies equipment as surplus to the needs for the Council, the 
Executive Director, reviews, and approves these declarations and brings the matter before the Council for final 
approval. 
 
Action: 
The initial action is the Network Administrator presents the Executive Director a list of surplus equipment.  
This list depicts:  purchase date, current capital value, and reason for designation as surplus and recommended 
method of disposal.  Once a list is approved by the Executive Director, it is placed on the Council’s Agenda in 
the Administrative Items section for final approval.   
 
Possible methods of disposal include:  in-house auction of equipment, donation to other agencies, recycling, 
disposal or any other method deemed to be consistent with the purpose and mission of the Council. 
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Surplus Equipment - August 2014 

     Computer Towers* 

Inventory #  Make  Model 
Purchase 
Date 

Purchase 
Cost 

602 Dell Optiplex 11/6/2008 $650.00  
607 Dell Optiplx 2/10/2009 $617.09  
604 Dell Optilx 2/5/2009 $617.09  
557 Dell Precision 5/10/2006 $2,644.44  
613 Dell Precision T7500 6/25/2009 $2,090.89  
614 Dell Precision T7500 6/23/2009 $2,096.39  
545 Dell PowerEdge 2800 6/10/2005 $8,890.20  
          

     
     
     Monitors* 

Inventory #  Make  Model 
Purchase 
Date 

Purchase 
Cost 

214 Viewsonic 17" 4/18/2006 $197.00  
200 Viewsonic Opti-quest 17" 3/30/2006 n/a 
209 Viewsonic Opti-quest 17" 4/17/2006 $197.00  
          

     Miscellaneous* 

Inventory #  Make  Model 
Purchase 
Date 

Purchase 
Cost 

416 HP Laserjet 4m plus n/a  n/a  
          

     
     *All equipment listed on this sheet is "End of Life" no longer operational. 

 All computers are phased out of the network at 5 years old. 
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MEMBER APPOINTMENTS AND CERTIFICATION FOR THE GLADES AND HENDRY 

COUNTY JOINT LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD FOR THE TRANSPORTATION 

DISADVANTAGED 

 

 

Pursuant to Chapter 427, Florida Statutes, Rule 41-2, Florida Administrative Code, and at the request of 

the respective counties, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council is the Designated Official 

Planning Agency for the Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) Program in Glades County and in Hendry 

County, which is now a joint service area.  As the Planning Agency, the Council is responsible for the 

appointment of members to serve on the Local Coordinating Board. 

 

The individuals listed below have been recommended to serve on the Local Coordinating Board.  The 

Certification Form provided in Attachment A lists the full membership of the Joint Local Coordinating 

Board and highlights the new nominees’ name or other changes in bold.  The Planning Agency must 

certify the Local Coordinating Board membership each fiscal year and any time the Local Coordinating 

Board membership changes. 

 

Nominations and applications 

 

Council staff is pursuing nominees to fill existing vacancies on the Local Coordinating Board.  Staff may 

provide additional nominations at the Board meeting.  Staff has received assurances from the respective 

County Commissioners representing the Local Coordinating Board that the appointment process is 

satisfactory. 

 

About the Local Coordinating Board 

 

The Glades-Hendry Joint Local Coordinating Board typically meets quarterly to guide the functioning of 

the CTC, Good Wheels, Inc.  The next LCB meeting will be held on December 3, 2014 at 10:30 a.m. in 

the Glades County Public Library in Moore Haven. 

 

The Local Coordinating Board is established to oversee the appointed Community Transportation 

Coordinator (CTC) in its role of coordinating the provision of transportation service.  Some of the basic 

duties of the Board include: 

 

1) Develop, review and approve the annual Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan (TDSP), 

including the Memorandum of Agreement, prior to its submittal to the Commission for the 

Transportation Disadvantaged (CTD); 

 

2) In cooperation with the CTC, the Board shall review and provide recommendations to the 

Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged on funding applications affecting the 

transportation disadvantaged; 

 

3) Review the coordinating strategies of service provision to the transportation disadvantaged in the 

designated service area; 

 

4) Conduct the required annual evaluation of the CTC.
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

 

1. Appoint to the LCB: 

 

A. Vanessa Fischel as the representative for children at risk. 

B. Theresa Davis as the representative for the Florida Department of Elder Affairs. 

 

2. Authorize the Chairperson to endorse the LCB certification form for the Glades-Hendry LCB 

provided in Attachment A. 
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Attachment A 

 

GLADES-HENDRY COUNTY JOINT LOCAL COORDINATING BOARD MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATION 

 

Planning Agency Name:  Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council; 1926 Victoria Ave.; Ft. Myers, FL 33901             

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council named above hereby certifies to the following: 

1. The membership of the Glades-Hendry County Joint Local Coordinating Board, established pursuant to Rule 41-2.012(3), FAC, does in fact 

represent the appropriate parties as identified in the following list; and 

2. The membership represents, to the maximum extent feasible, a cross section of the local community.     

 

Signature: __________________________________________ Date:      September 18, 2014      

       SWFRPC Chairperson 

 The Glades-Hendry LCB has a Representative of: Voting Member  Term Expires Alternate 

Member 

Term 

Expires 

  1 The MPO or DOPA shall appoint one elected official to serve as the official 

Chairperson for all Coordinating Board meetings. 

Donna Storter-

Long (Chair) 

 

 

December 

2014 

 

 

 

 

Janet Taylor  

(Vice -Chair) 

 

Darrell Harris 

(Alternate to 

Vice-Chair) 

December 

2014 

 

March 2013 

2 A.  A local representative of the Florida Department of Transportation 

(DOT) 

Debi Stephens Agency Richard Shine Agency 
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 The Glades-Hendry LCB has a Representative of: Voting Member  Term Expires Alternate 

Member 

Term 

Expires 

3 B.  A local representative of the Florida Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) 

Aaron Stitt Agency (Vacant) Agency 

4 C.     A local representative of the Public Education Community which could 

include, but not be limited to, a representative of the District School Board, 

School Board Transportation Office, or Headstart Program in areas where 

the School District is responsible 

(Vacant) Agency Garry Ensor Agency 

5 D.  In areas where they exist, a local representative of the Division of 

Vocational Rehabilitation Services or the Division of Blind Services, 

representing the Department of Education 

Victoria Aguilar Agency (Vacant) Agency 

  6 E.  A person recommended by the local Veterans Service Office, 

representing Veterans of the county 

Gordon E. Bryant Agency (Vacant) Agency 

  7 F.  A person recognized by the Florida Association for Community Action 

representing the economically disadvantaged  

(Vacant)  Agency (Vacant) Agency 

  8 G. A person over age 60 representing the Elderly in the county Kristina 

Rodriquez  (4/2009) 

Agency Bill Iffland Agency 

  9 H.  A person with a disability representing the disabled in the county (Vacant) (4/2009)  Tony Howard September 

2013 

10 I--1.[One of Two] Citizen Advocates in the County Ron Stephens September 

2015 

Debbie Howell 

Patricia Webber 

Agency 

11 I--2. [One of two] Citizen Advocates this one must be a person who uses the 

transportation service(s) of the system as their primary means of 

transportation. 

(Vacant)  (Vacant)  

 

12 J.  A local representative for children at risk Vanessa Fischel Agency Sherry Shupp Agency 
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 The Glades-Hendry LCB has a Representative of: Voting Member  Term Expires Alternate 

Member 

Term 

Expires 

13 K.  In areas where they exist, the Chairperson or designee of the local Mass 

Transit or Public Transit System’s Board, except in cases where they are also 

the Community Transportation Coordinator. 

N/A  N/A  

14 L.  A local representative of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs Theresa Davis Agency Angela Wood  Agency 

15 M.  An experienced representative of the local private for profit 

transportation industry.  In areas where such representative is not available, a 

local private non-profit representative will be appointed, except where said 

representative is also the Community Transportation Coordinator   

(Vacant)  (Vacant)  

16 N.    A local representative of the Florida Agency for Health Care 

Administration 

Joe Martinez Agency Karen Brooks Agency 

17 O.  A representative of the Regional Workforce Development Board 

established in Chapter 445, Florida Statutes 

April White  Agency Thais Kuoman Agency 

 

18 P.  A representative of the local medical community, which may include, but 

not be limited to, kidney dialysis centers, long term care facilities, hospitals, 

local health department or other home and community based services, etc. 

Mary Bartoshuk  March 2014 Nancy Acevedo December 

2016 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND REVIEW AND PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION JOINT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (JPA) 

COLLIER COUNTY MPO 
 
 
In 2006, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (Council) was a party to the above 
captioned Joint Participation Agreement (JPA) [See attachment]. The JPA was effective August 
6, 2006, upon execution by all parties, with duration of five (5) years and automatic renewal for 
a five (5) year term and every five years thereafter.  
 
Article 4, Intergovernmental Coordination and Review of the JPA specifically addresses 
coordination with the Council. The Council has agreed to perform the following reviews within 
30 days of receipt: proposed Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP), Corridor and Subarea Studies or amendments as requested by the 
Collier County MPO. The review is to include identification of inconsistencies between the plans 
and program and applicable local government comprehensive plans and the Council Strategic 
Regional Policy Plan. The Council is to notify the Collier County MPO of any concerns and 
identify those portions of the submittals which need to be reevaluated or modified. 
 

Recommendation: The Council agrees to reaffirm the JPA.  
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SWFRPC/SWF LEPC Sponsored  

Hazardous Materials Awareness Training  
 

Introduction 

 

The Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council (SWFRPC) and the Southwest Florida Local Emergency 

Planning Committee (LEPC) for Hazardous Materials continues to provide outstanding hazardous materials 

training and assistance to emergency responders and government officials of the region. As in previous years, the 

Southwest Florida LEPC/SWFRPC is providing free training to government employees of the region. Continuing 

education and training are essential part of our mission to provide comprehensive emergency preparedness systems 

throughout Southwest Florida. Training opportunities can take many forms from required certification initiatives to 

informal “in-house” sessions to major full-scale exercises. Additionally, the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 

Council will be joining Collier County in conducting an 8-hour HAZWOPER Course. Listed below are highlights 

of the current course for delivery:   

  

 

COURSE NAME 

 

DATE 

 

TIME  

 

LOCATION  

 

COURSE 

CAPACITY 

 

8-Hour HAZWOPER  Course 9/12/2014  8:30 am – 5:30 p.m. South County Regional 

Water Treatment Plant 

60 

     

 

Course Overview 
 

 

8 Hours Hazardous Waste Operation Emergency Response Course  

 

Course Description: This initial HAZWOPER course meets OSHA 1910.120 

compliance regulations. This course will discuss waste management regulations, safety, 

hazards recognition, toxicology, personal protective equipment and respiratory 

protection, air monitoring, radiation exposure and monitoring, site entry and 

reconnaissance, decontamination, and the Incident Command System. This is a free 8-

hour course geared to public sector employees and training funds are provided by the 

Florida Division of Emergency Management under the Federal Hazardous Materials 

Emergency Preparedness Program.   

 

Course Location: South County Regional Water Treatment Plant  

3851 City Gate Drive  

Naples, Florida, 34117 

RECOMMENDATION: None (Information Item)  9/2014
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     “FREE” 
      8-Hour 

HAZARDOUS WASTE/MATERIALS   
ANNUAL REFRESHER 

     
HAZARDOUS WASTE OPERATIONS 

AND 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

 
September 12, 2014 
(8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.) 

 
MEETING 

OSHA 1910.120 Compliance Regulations   
 

PRESENTED BY:  

Kenton Brown, CHMM 

  

SPONSORED BY: 

  

Southwest Florida Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 

Collier County Pollution Control 

 

   LOCATION 

 

South County Regional Water Treatment Plant 

3851 City Gate Drive  

Naples, Florida 34117 

 

AGENDA & TOPICS 
 
Hazards Identification, Air Monitoring, Hazardous Materials Incidents, 
Personal Protective Clothing, Decontamination Techniques, Levels of 
Protection, Confinement, Toxicology and Exposure Guidelines. Please 
Note: This program is free to government employees. Non- government 
industry personnel will incur a charge of $35.00 for course attendance.         
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Direct telephone inquiries to: 
                                         John Gibbons, Planner/Program Manager 

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
1926 Victoria Avenue, Fort Myers, FL 33901  

(239) 338-2550, Ext. 229  
 
Who should attend: Waste Operators, Facility Managers, Government 

Inspectors, Health Officials, Safety Officers, Compliance 
Managers, Government Planners and Firefighters                                  

 
 

COURSE REGISTRATION: 
 

Please note that course registration must be made online under the 
Florida Division of Emergency Management at: 
http://trac.floridadisaster.org/TRAC/loginform.aspx  the link will take 
you to courses listed on FDEM’s new SERT TRAC website for 
training and events.  If you are new to SERT TRAC, you will have to 
create an account before you can register.  Your one-time account 
set-up will be complete only after you click on the link in the 
verification email that you receive after signing up.   
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 

CITY OF BONITA SPRINGS 
 

The Council staff has reviewed proposed changes to the City of Bonita Springs Growth 

Management Plan (DEO 14-2ESR).  A synopsis of the requirements of the Act and 

Council responsibilities is provided as Attachment I.  Comments are provided in 

Attachment II.  Site location maps can be reviewed in Attachment III. 

 

Staff review of the proposed amendments was based on whether they were likely to be of 

regional concern.  This was determined through assessment of the following factors: 

 

1. Location--in or near a regional resource or regional activity center, such that it 

impacts the regional resource or facility; on or within one mile of a county 

boundary; generally applied to sites of five acres or more; size alone is not 

necessarily a determinant of regional significance; 

2. Magnitude--equal to or greater than the threshold for a Development of Regional 

Impact of the same type (a DRI-related amendment is considered regionally 

significant); and 

3. Character--of a unique type or use, a use of regional significance, or a change in the 

local comprehensive plan that could be applied throughout the local jurisdiction; 

updates, editorial revisions, etc. are not regionally significant. 

 

A summary of the results of the review follows: 

 

  Proposed          Factors of Regional Significance 

Amendment     Location  Magnitude  Character  Consistent 

 

DEO 14-2ESR          yes       no        yes           (1)  regionally  

                          significant; and 

                       (2)  consistent with 

                           SRPP                             significant; and 

                        

                                                         

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve staff comments.  Authorize staff to forward 

comments to the Department of Economic Opportunity 

and City of Bonita Springs. 
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                         Attachment I 

 

COMMUNITY PLANNING ACT 

 

Local Government Comprehensive Plans 

 

The Act requires each municipal and county government to prepare a comprehensive plan 

that must include at least the following nine elements: 

 

 1. Future Land Use Element; 

 2. Traffic Circulation Element; 

A local government with all or part of its jurisdiction within the urbanized 

area of a Metropolitan Planning Organization shall prepare and adopt a 

transportation element to replace the traffic circulation; mass transit; and 

ports, aviation, and related facilities elements. [9J-5.019(1), FAC] 

3. General Sanitary Sewer, Solid Waste, Drainage, and Potable Water and 

Natural Groundwater Aquifer Recharge Element; 

 4. Conservation Element; 

 5. Recreation and Open Space Element; 

 6. Housing Element; 

 7. Coastal Management Element for coastal jurisdictions; 

 8. Intergovernmental Coordination Element; and 

 9. Capital Improvements Element. 

 

The local government may add optional elements (e. g., community design, 

redevelopment, safety, historical and scenic preservation, and economic). 

 

All local governments in Southwest Florida have adopted revised plans: 

Charlotte County, Punta Gorda 

Collier County, Everglades City, Marco Island, Naples 

Glades County, Moore Haven 

Hendry County, Clewiston, LaBelle 

Lee County, Bonita Springs, Cape Coral, Fort Myers, Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel 

Sarasota County, Longboat Key, North Port, Sarasota, Venice 
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   Attachment I 

 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

A local government may amend its plan at any time during the calendar year.   Six copies 

of the amendment are sent to the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) for 

review.  A copy is also sent to the Regional Planning Council, the Water Management 

District, the Florida Department of Transportation, and the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection.   

 

The proposed amendments will be reviewed by DEO in two situations.  In the first, there 

must be a written request to DEO.  The request for review must be received within forty-

five days after transmittal of the proposed amendment.  Reviews can be requested by one 

of the following: 

 
• the local government that transmits the amendment, 

• the regional planning council, or 

• an affected person. 

 

In the second situation, DEO can decide to review the proposed amendment without a 

request.  In that case, DEO must give notice within thirty days of transmittal.   

 

Within five working days after deciding to conduct a review, DEO may forward copies to 

various reviewing agencies, including the Regional Planning Council.   

 

Regional Planning Council Review 

 

The Regional Planning Council must submit its comments in writing within thirty days of 

receipt of the proposed amendment from DEO.  It must specify any objections and may 

make recommendations for changes.  The review of the proposed amendment by the 

Regional Planning Council must be limited to "effects on regional resources or facilities 

identified in the Strategic Regional Policy plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts which 

would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of the affected local government. 

 

After receipt of comments from the Regional Planning Council and other reviewing 

agencies, DEO has thirty days to conduct its own review and determine compliance with 

state law.  Within that thirty-day period, DEO transmits its written comments to the local 

government. 

  

NOTE:  THE ABOVE IS A SIMPLIFIED VERSION OF THE LAW.  REFER TO 

THE STATUTE (CH. 163, FS) FOR DETAILS. 
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Attachment II 

 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW 

FORM 01 

 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of proposed amendments to local 

government Comprehensive Plans is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and 

facilities identified in the Strategic Regional Policy Plan and extra-jurisdictional impacts that 

would be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan of any affected local government within the 

region.  A written report containing the evaluation of these impacts, pursuant to Section 

163.3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the State land planning 

agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment. 

 

LOCAL GOVERMENT:   

 

City of Bonita Springs 

 

DATE AMENDMENT RECIEVED:   

 

August 13, 2014 

 

DATE AMENDMENT MAILED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND STATE:   

 

September 4, 2014 

 

1. AMENDMENT NAME: 

 

Coconut Village FLU Category (CPA14-13759-BOS) and Estero Bay Marina FLU Map 

(CPA14-13761-BOS) 

 

2. DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT(S): 

 

The proposed amendment concerns the area that is/is near the old Weeks Fish Camp Marina 

on the west end of Coconut Road. The proposed amendment encompasses 21 separate 

parcels (17.34 acres) that were annexed into the City of Bonita Springs on June 5, 2014. The 

applicants’ (Estero Bay Marine, LLC, Sugar Mountain Development, LLC, and Donavan, 

LLC) redevelopment plans are unique and require the creation of the Coconut Village Future 

Land Use (FLU) category, and amending the City’s FLU Map to accommodate the proposed 

project. The proposed redevelopment will expand the marina, including residential and non-

residential uses. Currently, non-residential uses are focused on the marina and some 

associated commercial, including a restaurant. The new FLU category will be similar in 

density and intensity to the Bonita Springs Moderate Density Mixed Use/Planned 

Development FLU, which is the classification of the Pelican Landing DRI adjacent to the 

project. 
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3. NO ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND 

FACILITIES IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN: 
 

Council staff has reviewed the proposed amendments to the City of Bonita Springs 

Comprehensive Plan and finds that the proposed changes are regionally significant and are 

consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.  

 

No expansion of currently permitted and/or existing marina slips in the area will occur. One 

hundred and fifty dry slips will be added in a boat barn, but these slips will be coming from 

those allotted to Pelican Landing DRI and have previously been mitigated for by the DRI. 

Some minor mangrove trimming (about 0.1 acres) will occur in an area that has been 

colonized recently – this trimming will be mitigated through the purchase of mitigation 

credits on Little Pine Island.  

 

The proposed redevelopment will allow continued private and public access to Estero Bay, 

which represents the only major access point to the Bay from the eastern edge. The marina 

redevelopment respects current maximum depths of the present channel and maintains water 

quality and environmental standards. The current marina plan also involves updating the 

existing docks to reduce environmental impacts, in part through an enhanced flushing of 

water in the basin through tidal pump technology. 

 

4. RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Council staff has reviewed the proposed amendment and finds that the proposed amendment 

does not negatively impact regional resources or other jurisdictions. Council staff 

recommends the Council find that while the proposed changes are regionally significant 

(because they impact Estero Bay, which is the first State-designated Aquatic Preserve) and 

that they are consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan, and do not produce extra-

jurisdictional impacts that are inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plans of other local 

governments. 

 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment?  _X_ Yes ___ No 
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COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

(CEDS) ANNUAL UPDATE REPORT 

 

 

As an Economic Development District designated in 1992 by the U.S. Department of Commerce, 

from the Economic Development Administration (EDA), the Southwest Florida Regional 

Planning Council is required to submit a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) for the District.  The CEDS serves as a guide or blueprint for economic development 

activities to be undertaken in a particular area.  EDA requires a CEDS from any area that is 

requesting EDA funding for a project.  As a result, the submission of the District CEDS by 

SWFRPC removes the burden of creating a CEDS by each city or county that elects to apply for 

EDA funding.   

 

The CEDS includes background information on the District, as well as an action plan describing 

the focus of future economic development activities.  The background information for the CEDS 

includes an analysis of the region.  The CEDS blueprint was developed by the Regional Planning 

Council’s CEDS Working Committee and Regional Oversight Committee. The attached 

document is the CEDS 2014 Annual Report and was approved by the CEDS Working Committee 

on August 29, 2014.  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Review the attached document and authorize staff to submit 

the report to the Economic Development Administration.   

 

 

 

 

 9/14 
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Southwest Florida 
Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy 
 
2012-2017 
 
 

 
 

September 2014 – Annual Report  
 
 

Grant Period: January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2016 

This document was prepared under a financial assistance award (04-83-06902) from the  
U.S. Economic Development Administration 

 
 

 

 
United States Department of Commerce 

Economic Development Administration 
Atlanta Regional Office Suite 1820 

401 W. Peachtree, St, NW Atlanta, GA  30308-3510  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
1926 Victoria Avenue 
Fort Myers, Florida  33901 
239.338.2550 
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Award Winning Economic Development Related Projects 

June 2014, Florida Planning and Zoning Association (FPZA) presented an award for 
Sustainability for the Energy Resiliency Study, Statewide Project.  Florida's eleven Regional 
Planning Councils in association with the U.S. Economic Development Administration, U.S. 
Department of Energy, and the Florida Office of Energy identified strategies to diversify 
Florida's energy future and reduce reliance on foreign energy sources. Increased domestic 
energy usage means domestic jobs. 
For more information visit:  http://www.florida-energy.org/ 
 
 

Highlights within our Region 

Southwest Florida International Airport 
Southwest Florida International Airport served more than 7.6 million passengers in 2013 and is 
one of the top 50 U.S. airports for passenger traffic. Today, 17 airline partners serve RSW with 
nonstop service throughout North America and international service to Canada and Germany. 
With flights to major gateways like Atlanta, Chicago, New York and more, travelers have access 
to convenient connections worldwide. 
 
I-75 Road Expansion Project 
Interstate 75 (I-75) is one of the nation’s most significant interstate corridors, connecting south 
Florida through the United States to Canada. In southwest Florida, iROX made history as the 
first design/build/finance project in the state and six-laned I-75 from the Golden Gate 
interchange to the Colonial Boulevard interchange. 
For more information visit: http://www.i75onthego.com/ 
 
Nathan Benderson Park  
Nathan Benderson Park is located in Sarasota, Florida. It is slated to become North America’s 
premier 2,000-meter sprint course and regatta center by 2014. Over $40 million is committed 
to the facility’s future development, including 2,200 meter racing lanes and straight shorelines 
by 2013, coaching lanes, wave attenuation, a multi-function boathouse and athlete training 
center, starting huts and finish towers, grand stands and a state of the art boat maintenance 
and testing facility. Most of these facilities will be constructed on a first of its kind “regatta 
island” – an Olympic Village type setting which will provide competitors the support and focus 
which rowing demands, and spectators a viewing and entertainment platform unparalleled at 
sprint courses elsewhere in the world. 
 
The Park will also be home to numerous other paddle sport competitions, from dragon boats to 
canoe and kayak races, as well as triathlon and cross country events. And to top it all off, the 
Park is located immediately adjacent to University Town Center – Southwest Florida’s premier 
shopping, dining and entertainment destination opening in October 2014! 
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Governor Scott announces Cheney Brothers’ ground breaking in Charlotte County 
March 5, 2014 - Cheney Brothers Inc. (CBI), food Distribution Company serving both the 
southeast and international markets, broke ground on their 350,000 square foot food 
distribution center in Charlotte County on March 5, 2014.  Governor Rick Scott and Bryon 
Russell, CBI President, along with local government officials and business leaders celebrated the 
company’s first gulf coast distribution center and the positive impact it will have on the region.  
One of Florida’s top 30 privately held companies; the new facility is located in the Punta Gorda 
Interstate Commerce Park, which is strategically located along I-75 and within the Charlotte 
County Enterprise Zone. The facility is projected to hire 380 employees once it is fully 
operational in 2015.   
 

Hendry County 
On May 14, 2014, BioNitrogen Holdings Corp. held a ribbon cutting ceremony at the site of the 

company’s proposed cleantech biomass gasification plant that will create urea fertilizer in 

Hendry County. BioNitrogen’s proprietary manufacturing process will use natural woody and 

agricultural waste biomass as its feedstock, in place of natural gas and harmful chemicals, to 

create a high-quality urea fertilizer. The only by-products are sulphur and fly ash, both of which 

will be packaged and sold for reuse by other industry segments.  According to Gregg Gillman, 

President of the Hendry County Economic Development Council, it was “Hendry County’s 

largest project announcement in 50 years.” 
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Report Summary 

 
The CEDS Annual Update Report shall discuss the following statements required by the 
Economic Development Administration (EDA).  This report reflects 2014.  
 
1. Any changes in technical components of the CEDS as required by the EDA’s CEDS 

Summary of Requirements  
 

 Response: There have been no changes to the technical component of 
the CEDS during 2014. 

 
 
2. Performance of the CEDS based upon the performance evaluation criteria established in 

the CEDS 

Performance Measures, Page 67 of the CEDS Technical Report Document  

a) Number of Jobs Created After Implementation of the Comprehensive 

Economic Development Strategy 

i. Total Employment in Initial Year 
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Illustration A-11b: Employment Composition by Sector 
Southwest Florida Region, 2001 to 2012 

Public Sector
Employment-Region

Private Sector
Employment-Region

Source:     Regional Economic Modeling, Inc., Policy Insite+, Florida Counties, v1.6.6 (build 3711), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis  Data. 
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ii. Total Employment in Subsequent Years 
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Illustration A-11a: Employment by Industry 
Southwest Florida Region 

2001 to 2012 

Industry

Retail Trade

Health Care and Social Assistance

Accommodation and Food Services

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

Local Government

Other Services, except Public
Administration
Construction

Administrative and Waste Services

Professional and Technical Services

Finance and Insurance

Arts, Entertainment, and
Recreation
Wholesale Trade

Manufacturing

Transportation and Warehousing

Educational Services

Information

Source:     Regional Economic Modeling, Inc., Policy Insite+, Florida Counties, v1.6.6 (build 3711), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis Data. 
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b) Number and Types of Public Sector Investments Undertaken in the Region 

i. EDA Sponsored Investments   

 Response:  None  

ii. Significant State and Local Investments  

Response:   $ (airport projects)  

$2.5 Million (Regional Incubator Network – Business 

Accelerator)  

$7 Million (Research and Enterprise Diamond – iHub) 

$15K – Regional Economic Agency 

Total:  $9,515,000 state  

c) Number of Jobs Retained in the Region  

i. Number of Jobs Retained as a Result of Federal Investments  

 Response: TBD 
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Illustration C-10: Average Annual Unemployment Rates 
Southwest Florida Region and State, 2013 

Charlotte

Collier

Glades

Hendry

Lee

Sarasota

Region

Florida

Source:       Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Local Area Unemployment Statistics, accessed 08/14/2014.  
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ii. Number of Jobs Retained as a Result of Select State and Local 

Investments  

 Response: 1 (DEO Grant) 

d) Amount of Private Sector Investment in the Region After Implementation of 

the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy  

 Response:  2013 - $400,000 (Pre-Machining – Southwest 

Workforce Development Board/I-Tech Immokalee) 

  

e) Changes in the Economic Environment of the Region (Changes to Taxes & 

Fees, New Incentive Programs, etc.)-   

 Response: No Changes during this time period 
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f) Description of community involvement in the CEDS process 
 

Staff continues to work closely with the CEDS Working Committee to actively engage participation 

from the community.    The Council staff maintains the SWFRPC website and project portal where 

relevant information is available.   For more information visit:  www.swfrpc.org 

The program page for Economic Development Planning (EDD) is located here:  

http://www.swfrpc.org/eco_dev.html 
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A status update of the projects listed in the CEDS.  (Projects are listed by lead organization)    
 

Vital Project Lead Organization Status 

Charlotte County Incubator Charlotte County On Hold 

Murdock Village Charlotte County Pre-planning 

Expansion of the Immokalee/Naples Business 
Development  Center to include 
Incubators/Accelerators 

Collier County In Progress 

Fort Myers Riverfront Redevelopment Project 
Fort Myers/CRA/ 
Lee County 

Pre-planning 

Logistics Center (America Gateway Logistics - Phase 1) Glades County In Progress 

Develop Material Handling Industry of America 
(MHIA) Training Center for Logistics/manufacturing 

Glades/Hendry Counties In Progress 

AirGlades Airport Development Hendry County In Progress 

Research and Enterprise Diamond Lee County/FGCU In Progress 

Charlotte County Aquarium Charlotte County On Hold 

Establish partnerships for the creation of a Regional 
Economic Development Agency to promote 
centralized data and regional marketing efforts 

Regional EDO’s/FGCU In Progress 

Warm Mineral Springs 
Sarasota County/ 
North Port 

On Hold 

Southwest Florida International Airport 
Improvements 

Lee County Port Authority In Progress 

Repositioning the talent delivery system in the 
Southwest Florida Region 

SWF Workforce 
Development Board 

In Progress 

Regional Pre-Machining Training 
CNC Training  

SWF Workforce 
Development Board/I-
Tech/Immokalee 

Completed 2013 
In Progress 

Create an Ad-Hoc Committee to evaluate and 
recommend legal & regulatory reform to address 
government efficiency. 

SWFRPC Completed 2013 

Prepare a regional plan and identify place-making 
projects that improve the quality of life 

SWFRPC Pre-planning 

Regional Transportation Plan SWFRPC/MPOs Inactive 
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The SWFRPC worked on the following projects also identified in the CEDS. 
 

Important Projects Program  Status 

GrowFL - Economic Gardening 
Regional Entrepreneurial 
Support 

In Progress  

Identify solutions to “food deserts” 
Industry Cluster 
Development 

In Progress 

Regional Industry Cluster Study 
Industry Cluster 
Development 

Pre-Planning 

Regional Broadband Plan Regional Infrastructure 
Completed 2013  

Collier, Charlotte and 
Lee 

VA Clinic & Development of Veteran’s Investment 
Zone 

Regional Innovation In Progress 

Widening of Sumter Boulevard as a hurricane 
evacuation route – City of North Port 

Regional Infrastructure In Progress 

Road Bond Project – City of North Port  Regional Infrastructure In Progress 

Water Expansion Pilot Program – City of North 
Port 

Regional Infrastructure Pre-Planning 

 
 

Future Projects Program  Status 

Prevent Childhood Obesity by Building Healthy 
Habits 

Regional Education and 
Training Focus 

Pre-Planning  

Farmland preservation and sustainable 
agricultural practices  

Regional Entrepreneurial 
Support 

Pre-Planning 

Agriculture Impact and Strategy Study 
Industry Cluster 
Development 

Pre- Planning 
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Summary of Initiatives that Support CEDS Projects 

Several local jurisdictions were provided with technical assistance along with grant preparation 
for implementation of the economic development projects identified in the CEDS. Staff has 
aggressively sought funding for CEDS vital projects. 
 

2014 Accomplishments  
 
Focus Area: Economic Development  

 A business plan for a regional economic development entity was completed. 
 Ten meeting were held with the economic development leaders in our region. 
 The federal EDA Economic Development Planning grant was awarded. 
 A grant was submitted to DEO to incorporate economic resiliency into the CEDS 

document. 
 A grant application was submitted to DEO for Agricultural tours to promote assets and 

economic development in the City of Labelle. 
 
Focus Area: Brownfield Redevelopment 

 A Brownfield grant was submitted to EPA for site identification and assessment. 
 Staff partnered with DEP to host the 2nd Annual Brownfield Conference. 

 
Focus Area: Arts and Culture 

 A logo was developed for the Our Creative Economy project through a grant from VISIT 
FLORIDA. 

 The public art assets in Lee County were mapped and an interactive map completed 
through a grant from the Southwest Florida Community Foundation. 

  A DEO grant was submitted to start mapping public art assets in Charlotte County. 
 A grant was submitted to the National Endowment for the Arts to develop a regional 

plan to enhance public art assets. 
 
Focus Area: Agricultural Sustainability 

 A Farms-to-School grant was submitted to USDA in collaboration with the Hendry, 
Collier, Glades and Lee County School Districts along with IFAS, the Gulf Citrus Growers 
Association, Harry Chapin Food Bank and the Roots Heritage Urban Food HUB to 
develop a Smart Process Food Hub.  

 A Farms to school grant was submitted to USDA in collaboration with the Hendry, 
Collier, Glades and Lee County School Districts along with IFAS, the Gulf Citrus Growers 
Association, Harry Chapin Food Bank and the Roots Heritage Urban Food HUB to create 
a coordinator position that would identify “opportunity buys” for the school districts.  

 A grant was submitted to USDA for a mobile food vehicle/community garden project  
through the Roots Heritage Urban Food HUB. 
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For more information about the integration of Economic Development Planning and the 
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council  
 
Council 2015 Workplan & Budget – Building Resiliency 
Adopted: August 2014 
http://www.swfrpc.org/content/Budget_Finance/2013/2013_FINAL_WorkPlan_Budget.pdf 
 
Council 2014 Workplan – Our Path to Success Through: Calibration and Improvement focused  
on Economic Development and Quality of Life  
Adopted: July 2013 
http://www.swfrpc.org/content/Budget_Finance/2014/13-14_WorkPlan073013-FINAL.pdf 
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Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 
 

The regular meeting of the Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management was held on August 11, 

2014. The meeting initially scheduled for September 8, 2014 was cancelled due to lack of 

quorum; principally caused by FDEP holding a meeting on new fertilizer label regulations at the 

same time.   

 

Items discussed at the August meeting included a new Marina Plan at Weeks Area at end of 

Coconut Point Road on the east shore of Estero Bay. A date was set for the next CELA TEGA as 

October 23, 2015, at FGCU. The official theme for the Cela Tega 2015 was selected as 

"Resiliency and Sea Level Rise Adaptation in the Estero Bay Basin". Dr. Win Everham has been 

elected Vice-chair to replace Dr. Nora Demers who has gone on a sabbatical to Washington D.C. 

Discussion occurred on replacement of FGCU student representative to fill the vacancy by a 

graduation. 

 

Next Meeting Time and Place, for EBABM is Monday, October 20, 2014 – 9:30 A.M, at the 

SWFRPC and for the IAS is Monday, September 20, 2014 – 1:30 P.M at FGCU. 

 

Recommended Action: Information Only 
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Two or more members of the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program or other entity subject to Florida’s government 
in the Sunshine laws applicable to public meetings may be in attendance, and they may discuss matters that could come 
before the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program or other entity for consideration.  

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any person requiring special accommodations to participate 
in this meeting should contact the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 48 hours prior to the meeting by calling 
(239) 338-2550; if you are hearing or speech impaired call (800) 955-8770 Voice/(800) 955-8771 TDD.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A G E N D A  

 1. Call To Order – Vice Mayor Doug Congress (Chair)  

 2. Approve minutes of  June 19, 2014 meeting   

 

3. Legislative Plan for 2015 Session 

a. Legislative Process Project: Cooperative Regional Legislative Agenda for 
2015 Session 

b. Develop SWFRPC legislative agenda independently of other member 
governments’ legislative processes 

 

 

4. Regional Priorities for 2015  

a. Potential growth management legislation  

b. Other issues 

 

 

5. Old Business 

a. Invitation to Ron Book, Exec. Dir. of FRCA, to attend Council meeting  

b. Legislative Process Project: Regional Legislative Agenda for 2015 Session 

 

 6. Public Comment   

 7. Next Meeting:  October 16, 2014   

 8. Adjournment    

www.swfrpc.org 

1926 Victoria Avenue 

Fort Myers, FL  33901 

Phone: (239) 338-2550 

Fax:  (239) 338-2560 

Southwest Florida 
 Regional Planning Council 
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September 18, 2014  at  8:15 a.m. 
First Floor Conference Room at SWFRPC 

Conference Call Dial-in #: 1-888-670-3525       Passcode: 4417753282 then # 
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